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Despite the increasing number and variety of older characters appearing in film, television, comics, and other
popular culture, much of the understanding of these figures has been limited to outdated stereotypes of aging.
These include depictions of frailty, resistance to modern life, and mortality. More importantly, these
stereotypes influence the daily lives of aging adults, as well as how younger generations perceive and
interact with older individuals. In light of our graying population and the growing diversity of portrayals of
older characters in popular culture, it is important to examine how we understand aging.

In Aging Heroes: Growing Old in Popular Culture, Norma Jones and Bob Batchelor present a collection of
essays that address the increasing presence of characters that simultaneously manifest and challenge the
accepted stereotypes of aging. The contributors to this volume explore representations in television
programs, comic books, theater, and other forms of media. The chapters include examinations of aging male
and female actors who take on leading roles in such movies as Gran Torino, Grudge Match, Escape Plan,
Space Cowboys, Taken, and The Big Lebowski as well as TheExpendables, Red, and X-Men franchises. Other
chapters address perceptions of masculinity, sexuality, gender, and race as manifested by such cultural icons
as Superman, Wonder Woman, Danny Trejo, Helen Mirren, Betty White, Liberace, and Tyler Perry’s
Madea.

With multi-disciplinary and accessible essays that encompass the expanding spectrum of aging and related
stereotypes, this book offers a broader range of new ways to understand, perceive, and think about aging.
Aging Heroes will be of interest to scholars of film, television, gender studies, women’s studies, sociology,
aging studies, and media studies, as well as to general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Harrill:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Aging Heroes: Growing
Old in Popular Culture. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Teresa Sullivan:

The reserve with title Aging Heroes: Growing Old in Popular Culture has lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

George Pinard:

Often the book Aging Heroes: Growing Old in Popular Culture has a lot of information on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Wilma Tovar:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Aging Heroes: Growing Old in Popular Culture,
it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.
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