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Jainism is Buddhism's often overlooked cousin. As the only surviving examples of ancient India's non-Vedic
religious traditions, these two religions are often grouped together as 'heterodoxies,' but this is to ignore deep
differences between Jain and Buddhist beliefs and practices. Unlike Buddhism, Jainism has hardly spread
beyond the Indian subcontinent. Yet, unlike Buddhism, Jainism has survived in India where it is a prominent
element in the mix of Indian religions today. Although relatively few in numbers, the Jains are a wealthy
community and exercise great influence in Indian economic and political life. This book is designed to be an
introduction to Jainism as a religious tradition and way of life. While paying due attention to Jainism's
history and doctrinal basics, the book also emphasizes the ways in which formal Jain teachings are
manifested in the practices of both laity and the monastic elite. In addition, the book explores the distinctive
Jain systems of cosmographic and biological knowledge, and it describes how Jainism is woven into the
social identities of Jain communities in modern India. *** "Understanding Jainism is an absolute "must-
have" for college and public library Religious Studies shelves, highly recommended." -- Midwest Book
Review, Library Bookwatch: July 2015, The Religion/Spirituality Shelf (Series: Understanding Faith)
[Subject: Jainism, Religious Studies, India Studies]
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From reader reviews:

Jack Young:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Understanding
Jainism (Understanding Faith). All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Curtis Locke:

Typically the book Understanding Jainism (Understanding Faith) will bring that you the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Understanding Jainism (Understanding Faith) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Thomas Stewart:

Understanding Jainism (Understanding Faith) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Understanding Jainism
(Understanding Faith) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Jolene Rivera:

Beside that Understanding Jainism (Understanding Faith) in your phone, it might give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in
the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have Understanding Jainism (Understanding Faith) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would
not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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