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Menagerie is the story of the panoply of exotic animals that were brought into Britain from time immemorial
until the foundation of the London Zoo - a tale replete with the extravagant, the eccentric, and - on occasion -
the downright bizarre.

From Henry III's elephant at the Tower, to George IV's love affair with Britain's first giraffe and Lady
Castlereagh's recalcitrant ostriches, Caroline Grigson's tour through the centuries amounts to an impressively
detailed history of exotic animals in Britain. On the way we encounter a host of fascinating and outlandish
creatures, including the first peacocks and popinjays, Thomas More's monkey, James I's cassowaries in St
James's Park, and Lord Clive's zebra - which refused to mate with a
donkey, until the donkey was painted with stripes.

But this is not just the story of the animals themselves. It also the story of all those who came into contact
with them: the people who owned them, the merchants who bought and sold them, the seamen who carried
them to our shores, the naturalists who wrote about them, the artists who painted them, the itinerant
showmen who worked with them, the collectors who collected them. And last but not least, it is about all
those who simply came to see and wonder at them, from kings, queens, and nobles
to ordinary men, women, and children, often impelled by no more than simple curiosity and a craving for
novelty.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ehlers:

The book Menagerie: The History of Exotic Animals in England can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
Menagerie: The History of Exotic Animals in England? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try
to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book Menagerie: The History of Exotic Animals in England has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Tracy Laflamme:

This Menagerie: The History of Exotic Animals in England are generally reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Menagerie: The History of Exotic Animals
in England can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that
this Menagerie: The History of Exotic Animals in England giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Rick Beard:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
many books in the top list in your reading list will be Menagerie: The History of Exotic Animals in England.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Stephanie Landa:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Menagerie: The History of Exotic Animals in
England to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about
book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside
that the book Menagerie: The History of Exotic Animals in England can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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