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Ted Kennedy and George W. Bush agreed on little, but united behind the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).
Passed in late 2001, it was hailed as a dramatic new departure in school reform. It would make the states set
high standards, measure student progress, and hold failing schools accountable. A decade later, NCLB has
been repudiated on both sides of the aisle. According to Jal Mehta, we should have seen it coming. Far from
new, it was the same approach to school reform that Americans have tried before.

In The Allure of Order, Mehta recounts a century of attempts at revitalizing public education, and puts
forward a truly new agenda to reach this elusive goal. Not once, not twice, but three separate times-in the
Progressive Era, the 1960s and '70s, and NCLB-reformers have hit upon the same idea for remaking schools.
Over and over again, outsiders have been fascinated by the promise of scientific management and have
attempted to apply principles of rational administration from above. Each of these movements started with
high hopes and ambitious promises, but each gradually discovered that schooling is not easy to "order" from
afar: policymakers are too far from schools to know what they need; teachers are resistant to top-down
mandates; and the practice of good teaching is too complex for simple external standardization.

The larger problem, Mehta argues, is that reformers have it backwards: they are trying to do on the back-end,
through external accountability, what they should have done on the front-end: build a strong, skilled and
expert profession. Our current pattern is to draw less than our most talented people into teaching, equip them
with little relevant knowledge, train them minimally, put them in a weak welfare state, and then hold them
accountable when they predictably do not achieve what we seek. What we want, Mehta argues, is the
opposite approach which characterizes top-performing educational nations: attract strong candidates into
teaching, develop relevant and usable knowledge, train teachers extensively in that knowledge, and support
these efforts through a strong welfare state.

The Allure of Order boldly challenges conventional wisdom with a sweeping, empirically rich account of the
last century of education reform, and offers a new path forward for the century to come.
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From reader reviews:

James Oliver:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Allure of Order:
High Hopes, Dashed Expectations, and the Troubled Quest to Remake American Schooling (Studies in
Postwar American Political Development). All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Ryan Brown:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Allure of Order: High Hopes, Dashed
Expectations, and the Troubled Quest to Remake American Schooling (Studies in Postwar American
Political Development) book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Justin Pritchett:

The ability that you get from The Allure of Order: High Hopes, Dashed Expectations, and the Troubled
Quest to Remake American Schooling (Studies in Postwar American Political Development) could be the
more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Allure of Order: High Hopes, Dashed Expectations,
and the Troubled Quest to Remake American Schooling (Studies in Postwar American Political
Development) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it
is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this specific The Allure of Order: High Hopes, Dashed Expectations, and the Troubled Quest
to Remake American Schooling (Studies in Postwar American Political Development) instantly.

Ralph Sanchez:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every



year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Allure of Order: High Hopes, Dashed Expectations, and
the Troubled Quest to Remake American Schooling (Studies in Postwar American Political Development)
was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.
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