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The forced suicide of Seneca, former adviser to Nero, is one of the most tortured--and most revisited--death
scenes from classical antiquity. After fruitlessly opening his veins and drinking hemlock, Seneca finally
succumbed to death in a stifling steam bath, while his wife Paulina, who had attempted suicide as well, was
bandaged up and revived by Nero's men. From the first century to the present day, writers and artists have
retold this scene in order to rehearse and revise Seneca's image and writings, and to scrutinize the event of
human death.

In The Deaths of Seneca, James Ker offers the first comprehensive cultural history of Seneca's death scene,
situating it in the Roman imagination and tracing its many subsequent interpretations. Ker shows first how
the earliest accounts of the death scene by Tacitus and others were shaped by conventions of Greco-Roman
exitus-description and Julio-Claudian dynastic history. At the book's center is an exploration of Seneca's own
prolific writings about death--whether anticipating death in his letters, dramatizing it in the tragedies, or
offering therapy for loss in the form of consolations--which offered the primary lens through which Seneca's
contemporaries would view the author's death. These ancient approaches set the stage for prolific receptions,
and Ker traces how the death scene was retold in both literary and visual versions, from St. Jerome to Heiner
Müller and from medieval illuminations to Peter Paul Rubens and Jacques-Louis David. Dozens of
interpreters, engaging with prior versions and with Seneca's writings, forged new and sometimes
controversial views on Seneca's legacy and, more broadly, on mortality and suicide. The Deaths of Seneca
presents a new, historically inclusive, approach to reading this major Roman author.
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From reader reviews:

David Crockett:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Deaths of Seneca? Maybe
it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Nellie Kim:

This The Deaths of Seneca is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information
for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Deaths of Seneca in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Ines Patterson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This book The Deaths of Seneca was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Charles Frye:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Deaths of Seneca or perhaps
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes
The Deaths of Seneca to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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