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During the first part of the twentieth century thousands of working-class New Yorkers flocked to Coney
Island in search of a release from their workaday lives and the values of bourgeois society. On the other side
of the Atlantic, British workers headed off to the beach resort of Blackpool for entertainment and relaxation.
However, by the middle of the century, a new type of park began to emerge, providing well-ordered,
squeaky-clean, and carefully orchestrated corporate entertainment. Contrasting the experiences of Coney
Island and Blackpool with those of Disneyland and Beamish, Gary S. Cross and John K. Walton explore
playful crowds and the pursuit of pleasure in the twentieth century to offer a transatlantic perspective on
changing ideas about leisure, class, and mass culture.

Blackpool and Coney Island were the definitive playgrounds of the industrial working class. Teeming
crowds partook of a gritty vulgarity that offered a variety of pleasures and thrills from roller coaster rides and
freak shows to dance halls and dioramas of exotic locales. Responding to the new money and mobility of the
working class, the purveyors of Coney Island and Blackpool offered the playful crowd an "industrial
saturnalia."Cross and Walton capture the sights and sounds of Blackpool and Coney Island and consider how
these "Sodoms by the sea" flouted the social and cultural status quo. The authors also examine the resorts'
very different fates as Coney Island has now become a mere shadow of its former self while Blackpool
continues to lure visitors and offer new attractions.

The authors also explore the experiences offered at Disneyland and Beamish, a heritage park that celebrates
Britain's industrial and social history. While both parks borrowed elements from their predecessors, they also
adapted to the longings and concerns of postwar consumer culture. Appealing to middle-class families,
Disney provided crowds a chance to indulge in child-like innocence and a nostalgia for a simpler time. At
Beamish, crowds gathered to find an escape from the fragmented and hedonistic life of modern society in a
reconstructed realm of the past where local traditions and nature prevail.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Playful Crowd: Pleasure Places in the Twentieth Century. Try to the
actual book The Playful Crowd: Pleasure Places in the Twentieth Century as your close friend. It means that
it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

James Dickens:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Playful Crowd:
Pleasure Places in the Twentieth Century. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Walter Harman:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Playful Crowd: Pleasure
Places in the Twentieth Century book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Sharon McMichael:

Why? Because this The Playful Crowd: Pleasure Places in the Twentieth Century is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.
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