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Author, translator, social critic and Harvard professor of art, Charles Eliot Norton was widely regarded in his
own day as the most cultivated man in America. In modern times, by contrast, he has been condemned as the
supercilious representative of an embattled patrician caste. This revisionary study argues that Norton’s
genuine significance for American culture and politics today can only be grasped by recovering the vanished
contexts in which his life and work took shape. In a wide-ranging analysis, Linda Dowling demonstrates the
effects upon Norton’s thought of the great transatlantic humanitarian reform movement of the 1840s, the
Pre-Raphaelite and Ruskinian revolution in art and architecture of the 1850s and the surging liberal optimism
that emerged from the Civil War. Drawing on numerous deleted passages from Norton’s manuscript
journals, Dowling probes beneath the imperturbable mask of the public Norton, bringing to light the elusive
private man.

Returning from Europe in 1873, bereft of his wife and stripped of his religious belief, Norton was compelled
to confront the painful contradictions within his own liberal political faith. In a land given to celebrating
freedom of speech, Norton would become a speaker subjected to physical threats for opposing the Spanish-
American War. Among a people given to glorying in its superiority to other civilizations, he would become a
social critic reviled for arguing that the nation was failing to live up to its own most cherished ideals. It
would be Norton’s misfortune, shared with others of his generation, to watch the golden promise of a
victorious war for the Union fade into the unrepentant cynicism of the Gilded Age. Yet Norton’s militant
idealism and heroic citizenship, Dowling argues, survive now as a vital parable for American civic liberalism
in the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

In other case, little people like to read book Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century
America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies). You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of
Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Dan Fry:

The book Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern:
New Nineteenth-Century Studies) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of
Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) to be your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a publication Charles Eliot
Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century
Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this publication?

Laura Enriquez:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of
Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies). All type of
book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Douglas Moskowitz:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Charles Eliot
Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century
Studies) suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New
Nineteenth-Century Studies)is the main of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was



inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily
to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.
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