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Beginning with the simple question, "Why did audiences grow silent?" Listening in Paris gives a spectator's-
eye view of opera and concert life from the Old Regime to the Romantic era, describing the transformation in
musical experience from social event to profound aesthetic encounter. James H. Johnson recreates the
experience of audiences during these rich decades with brio and wit. Woven into the narrative is an analysis
of the political, musical, and aesthetic factors that produced more engaged listening. Johnson shows the
gradual pacification of audiences from loud and unruly listeners to the attentive public we know today.

Drawing from a wide range of sources—novels, memoirs, police files, personal correspondence, newspaper
reviews, architectural plans, and the like—Johnson brings the performances to life: the hubbub of
eighteenth-century opera, the exuberance of Revolutionary audiences, Napoleon's musical authoritarianism,
the bourgeoisie's polite consideration. He singles out the music of Gluck, Haydn, Rossini, and Beethoven as
especially important in forging new ways of hearing. This book's theoretical edge will appeal to cultural and
intellectual historians in many fields and periods.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Noll:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Listening in Paris: A Cultural History (Studies on the History of Society and
Culture).

Louise Richards:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Listening in Paris: A Cultural History (Studies on the History of Society and
Culture) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer regarding Listening in Paris: A Cultural History (Studies on the History of Society and
Culture) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Listening in Paris: A Cultural
History (Studies on the History of Society and Culture) is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Mindy Martinez:

The guide with title Listening in Paris: A Cultural History (Studies on the History of Society and Culture)
includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Lisa Martin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the book.
It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
reserve. The book Listening in Paris: A Cultural History (Studies on the History of Society and Culture) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book.



You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
features high quality.
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