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In parks and cafes, homes and stadium stands, Cubans talk baseball. Thomas F. Carter contends that when
they are analyzing and debating plays, games, teams, and athletes, Cubans are exchanging ideas not just
about baseball but also about Cuba and cubanidad, or what it means to be Cuban. The Quality of Home Runs
is Carter’s lively ethnographic exploration of the interconnections between baseball and Cuban identity.
Suggesting that baseball is in many ways an apt metaphor for cubanidad, Carter points out aspects of the
sport that resonate with Cuban social and political life: the perpetual tension between risk and security, the
interplay between individual style and collective regulation, and the risky journeys undertaken with the
intention, but not the guarantee, of returning home.

As an avid baseball fan, Carter draws on his experiences listening to and participating in discussions of
baseball in Cuba (particularly in Havana) and among Cubans living abroad to describe how baseball provides
the ground for negotiations of national, masculine, and class identities wherever Cubans gather. He considers
the elaborate spectacle of Cuban baseball as well as the relationship between the socialist state and the
enormously popular sport. Carter provides a detailed history of baseball in Cuba, analyzing players, policies,
rivalries, and fans, and he describes how the sport has forged connections (or reinforced divisions) between
Cuba and other nations. Drawing on insights from cultural studies, political theory, and anthropology, he
maintains that sport and other forms of play should be taken seriously as crucibles of social and cultural
experience.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Cantrell:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Quality of Home Runs: The Passion, Politics, and Language of Cuban
Baseball.

Luther Roberts:

This book untitled The Quality of Home Runs: The Passion, Politics, and Language of Cuban Baseball to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from
your list.

Shelia Lopez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is
look different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book The Quality of Home Runs: The Passion, Politics, and
Language of Cuban Baseball it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book features high quality.

Melvin Dwyer:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Quality of Home Runs: The Passion, Politics, and
Language of Cuban Baseball can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Quality
of Home Runs: The Passion, Politics, and Language of Cuban Baseball.
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