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While Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau are often credited with inventing American
environmental writing, Matthew Wynn Sivils argues that the works of these Transcendentalists must be
placed within a larger literary tradition that has its origins in early Republic natural histories, Indian captivity
narratives, Gothic novels, and juvenile literature. Authors such as William Bartram, Ann Eliza Bleecker, and
Samuel Griswold Goodrich, to name just a few, enabled the development of a credibly American brand of
proto-environmental fiction. Sivils argues that these seeds of environmental literature would come to fruition
in James Fenimore Coopera (TM)s The Pioneers, which he argues is the first uniquely environmental
American novel. He then connects the biogeographical politics of Coopera (TM)s The Prairie with European
anti-Americanism; and concludes this study by examining how James Kirke Paulding, Thomas Cole, and
James Fenimore Cooper imaginatively addressed the problem of human culpability and nationalistic
cohesiveness in the face of natural disasters. With their focus on the character and implications of the
imagined American landscape, these key works of early environmental thought contributed to the growing
influence of the natural environment on the identity of the fledgling nation decades before the influences of
Emerson's Nature and Thoreau's Walden.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important usually. The book American Environmental Fiction,
1782-1847 has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve American Environmental Fiction, 1782-1847 is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book
American Environmental Fiction, 1782-1847. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Dorothy Penland:

This American Environmental Fiction, 1782-1847 book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will
get. This particular American Environmental Fiction, 1782-1847 without we understand teach the one who
studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry American Environmental Fiction,
1782-1847 can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This American Environmental Fiction, 1782-1847
having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Robert Baxter:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book American Environmental Fiction, 1782-1847 it is rather good to read. There are
a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Jamie Norman:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the American Environmental Fiction, 1782-1847 when you necessary it?
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