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An award-winning veteran sportswriter who personally covered the Pine Tar Game looks back and explores
one of the wackiest events in baseball history.

On July 24, 1983, during the finale of a heated four-game series between the dynastic New York Yankees
and small-town Kansas City Royals, umpires nullified a go-ahead home run based on an obscure rule, when
Yankees manager Billy Martin pointed out an illegal amount of pine tar—the sticky substance used for a
better grip—on Royals third baseman George Brett’s bat. Brett wildly charged out of the dugout and chaos
ensued. The call temporarily cost the Royals the game, but the decision was eventually overturned, resulting
in a resumption of the game several weeks later that created its own hysteria.

The Pine Tar Game chronicles this watershed moment, marking a pivot in the sport, when benign cheating
tactics, like spitballs, Superball bats, and a couple extra inches of tar on an ash bat, gave way to era of
soaring salaries, labor struggles, and rampant use of performance-enhancing drugs. Filip Bondy paints a
portrait of the Yankees and Royals of that era, featuring two diametrically opposed owners, in George
Steinbrenner and Ewing Kauffman; a host of bad actors and phenomenal athletes; and lots of yelling. Players
and club officials like Brett, Goose Gossage, Willie Randolph, Ron Guidry, Sparky Lyle, David Cone, and
John Schuerholz offer fresh commentary on the events along with their take on a rivalry that culminated in
one of the most iconic baseball tantrums of all time. Rush Limbaugh, employed by the Royals at the time as
a promotions director, offers his own insider’s perspective. Through this one fateful game, the ensuing
protest, and ultimate fallout, The Pine Tar Game examines a more innocent time in professional sports, as
well as the shifting tide that gave us today’s modern iteration of baseball.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Evans:

This The Pine Tar Game: The Kansas City Royals, the New York Yankees, and Baseball's Most Absurd and
Entertaining Controversy tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The reason of this The Pine Tar Game: The Kansas City Royals, the New York Yankees, and Baseball's
Most Absurd and Entertaining Controversy can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Pine Tar Game: The Kansas City Royals, the
New York Yankees, and Baseball's Most Absurd and Entertaining Controversy forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Patrick Cartwright:

The publication with title The Pine Tar Game: The Kansas City Royals, the New York Yankees, and
Baseball's Most Absurd and Entertaining Controversy has a lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Beatrice Raybon:

This The Pine Tar Game: The Kansas City Royals, the New York Yankees, and Baseball's Most Absurd and
Entertaining Controversy is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details
accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Pine Tar Game: The Kansas City
Royals, the New York Yankees, and Baseball's Most Absurd and Entertaining Controversy in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Lula Day:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you



can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Pine Tar Game: The
Kansas City Royals, the New York Yankees, and Baseball's Most Absurd and Entertaining Controversy
which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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