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Ambitious and interdisciplinary, thislong-awaited collaboration is alandmark presentation of the writings of
contemporary artists. These influential essays, interviews, and critical and theoretical comments provide bold
and fertile insights into the construction of visual knowledge. Featuring awide range of leading and
emerging artists since 1945, the collection—while comprehensive and authoritative—offers the reader some
eclectic surprises as well.

Included here are texts that have become pivotal documentsin contemporary art, along with writings that
cover unfamiliar ground. Some are newly trandated, others have never before been published. Together they
address visual literacy, cultural studies, and the theoretical debates regarding modernism and postmaodernism.
The full panoply of visual mediais represented, from painting and scul pture to environments, installations,
performance, conceptua art, video, photography, and virtual reality. Thematic concerns range from
figuration and process to popular culture, art and technology, and politics and the media. Contemporary
issues of gender, race, class, and sexuality are al so addressed.

Kristine Stiles's general introduction is a succinct overview of artists' theories in the evolution of
contemporary discourse around art. Introductions to each chapter provide synopses of the cultural contextsin
which the texts originated and brief biographies of individual artists. The text is augmented by outstanding
photographs, many of artistsin their studios, and vivid, contemporary art images.

Reflecting the editors' shared belief that artists own theories provide unparalleled access to visual
knowledge, this book, like its distinguished predecessors, Hershel Chipp's Theories of Modern Art (with
Peter Selz and Joshua Taylor) and Joshua Taylor's Nineteenth-Century Theories of Art, will be an invaluable
resource for anyone interested in contemporary art.

"In New York in 1915 | bought at a hardware store a snow shovel on which | wrote 'in advance of the broken
arm.' It was around that time that the word ‘readymade’ came to mind to designate this form of
manifestation."—Marcel Duchamp (1961)

"Women have always collected things and saved and recycled them because |eftovers yielded nourishment in
new forms. The decorative functional objects women made often spoke in a secret language, bore a covert
imagery. When we read these images in needlework, in paintings, in quilts, rugs and scrapbooks, we
sometimes find a cry for help, sometimes an allusion to a secret political alignment, sometimes a moving
symbol about the relationships between men and women."—Miriam Schapiro and Melissa Meyer (1978)

"I want to create afusion of art and life, Asia and America, Duchampiana modernism and Levi-Straussian
savagism, cool form and hot video, dealing with all of those complex problems, spanning the tribal memory
of the Nomadic Asians who crossed over the Bering Strait over 10,000 years ago."—Shigeko Kubota (1976)

"Black for meisalot more peaceful and gentle than white. White marble may be very beautiful, but you
can't read anything on it. | wanted something that would be soft on the eyes, and turn into amirror if you



polished it. The point isto see yourself reflected in the names. Also the mirror image doubles and triples the
space."—MayaLin (1983)

" Artists often depend on the manipulation of symbolsto present ideas and associations not always apparent

in such symbols. If al such ideas and associations were evident there would be little need for artiststo give
expression to them. In short, there would be no need to make art."—Andres Serrano (1989)
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From reader reviews:
Brenda Rodriguez:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyonein thisworld can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as well
astheir experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Theories and
Documents of Contemporary Art: A Sourcebook of Artists Writings (California Studiesin the History of
Art).

Judy Bowen:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that islook different
you can read the book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the entire day to reading areserve. The book Theories and Documents of Contemporary Art: A Sourcebook
of Artists Writings (California Studies in the History of Art) it is extremely good to read. There are alot of
people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore easily to read this book out
of your smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book features high quality.

Richard Broderick:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Theories and Documents of Contemporary Art: A
Sourcebook of Artists Writings (California Studies in the History of Art) or even others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Theories and Documents of
Contemporary Art: A Sourcebook of Artists Writings (California Studiesin the History of Art) to make your
gpare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Griselda Gonzalez:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. Aswe know



those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring usto around the
world. Through the book Theories and Documents of Contemporary Art: A Sourcebook of Artists' Writings
(Cdifornia Studiesin the History of Art) we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't aways be doubt to change your life by this book Theories and Documents of Contemporary
Art: A Sourcebook of Artists Writings (California Studies in the History of Art). Y ou can more appealing
than now.
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