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An extraordinary account of how a small Texas town struggled to come to grips with its racist past in the
aftermath of the brutal murder of James Byrd, Jr.

On June 7, 1998, a forty-nine-year-old black man named James Byrd, Jr., was chained to the bumper of a
truck and dragged three miles down a country road by a trio of young white men. It didn't take long for the
residents of Jasper, Texas, to learn about the murder or to worry that the name of their town would become
the nation's shorthand for hate crimes.

From the initial investigation through the trials and their aftermath, A Death in Texas tells the story of the
infamous Byrd murder as seen through the eyes of enlightened Sheriff Billy Rowles. What he sees is a
community forced to confront not only a grisly crime but also antebellum traditions about race. Drawing on
extensive interviews with key players, journalist Dina Temple-Raston introduces a remarkable cast of
characters, from the baby-faced killer, Bill King, to Joe Tonahill, Jasper's white patriarch who can't
understand the furor over the killing. There's also James Byrd, the hard-drinking victim with his own dark
past; the prosecutor and defense attorneys; and Bill King's father, who is dying of a broken heart as he awaits
his son's execution.

Just as Bernard Lefkowitz pulled back the curtain on Glenridge, New Jersey, in his classic work Our Guys,
Temple-Raston goes behind the scenes in Jasper, Texas, to tell the story of a town where racism and evil
made itself at home
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Israel:

This A Death in Texas: A Story of Race, Murder and a Small Town's Struggle for Redemption is great guide
for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or
we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having A Death in Texas: A Story of Race, Murder and a Small Town's
Struggle for Redemption in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this guide already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Kevin Gans:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This A Death in Texas: A Story of Race,
Murder and a Small Town's Struggle for Redemption is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car,
in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book,
you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jennifer Case:

Beside this A Death in Texas: A Story of Race, Murder and a Small Town's Struggle for Redemption in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow village. It is good thing to have A Death in Texas: A Story of Race, Murder and a Small Town's
Struggle for Redemption because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Patricia McGuire:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually A Death in Texas: A Story of Race, Murder and a Small
Town's Struggle for Redemption. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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