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Winner of the 2015 CPTSC Award for Excellence in Program Assessment

Written for those who design, redesign, and assess writing programs, Very Like a Whale is an intensive
discussion of writing program assessment issues. Taking its title from Hamlet, the book explores the
multifaceted forces that shape writing programs and the central role these programs can and should play in
defining college education.

Given the new era of assessment in higher education, writing programs must provide valid evidence that they
are serving students, instructors, administrators, alumni, accreditors, and policymakers. This book introduces
new conceptualizations associated with assessment, making them clear and available to those in the
profession of rhetoric and composition/writing studies. It also offers strategies that aid in gathering
information about the relative success of a writing program in achieving its identified goals.

Philosophically and historically aligned with quantitative approaches, White, Elliot, and Peckham use case
study and best-practice scholarship to demonstrate the applicability of their innovative approach, termed
Design for Assessment (DFA). Well grounded in assessment theory, Very Like a Whale will be of practical
use to new and seasoned writing program administrators alike, as well as to any educator involved with the
accreditation process.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Brown:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you
a lot of new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of
many ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Very Like a Whale: The Assessment of Writing Programs, you are able to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
reserve.

Grace Seals:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled Very Like a Whale: The Assessment of Writing Programs can
be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Bernice Bland:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Very Like a Whale: The Assessment of Writing
Programs was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Very Like a Whale: The
Assessment of Writing Programs has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.

Sandra Bland:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Very Like a Whale: The Assessment of
Writing Programs.
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