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In this landmark book, Daniel Crofts examines a little-known episode in the most celebrated aspect of
Abraham Lincoln's life: his role as the "Great Emancipator." Lincoln always hated slavery, but he also
believed it to be legal where it already existed, and he never imagined fighting a war to end it. In 1861, as
part of a last-ditch effort to preserve the Union and prevent war, the new president even offered to accept a
constitutional amendment that barred Congress from interfering with slavery in the slave states. Lincoln
made this key overture in his first inaugural address.

Crofts unearths the hidden history and political maneuvering behind the stillborn attempt to enact this
amendment, the polar opposite of the actual Thirteenth Amendment of 1865 that ended slavery. This
compelling book sheds light on an overlooked element of Lincoln's statecraft and presents a relentlessly
honest portrayal of America's most admired president. Crofts rejects the view advanced by some Lincoln
scholars that the wartime momentum toward emancipation originated well before the first shots were fired.
Lincoln did indeed become the "Great Emancipator," but he had no such intention when he first took office.
Only amid the crucible of combat did the war to save the Union become a war for freedom.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Woods:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Lincoln and the Politics of Slavery: The Other Thirteenth
Amendment and the Struggle to Save the Union (Civil War America).

Elsie Wallace:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you
do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their can do
this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this specific Lincoln and the Politics of Slavery: The Other Thirteenth
Amendment and the Struggle to Save the Union (Civil War America) to read.

Carol Ramirez:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled Lincoln and the Politics of Slavery: The Other Thirteenth Amendment and the Struggle to Save
the Union (Civil War America) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
ahead of. The Lincoln and the Politics of Slavery: The Other Thirteenth Amendment and the Struggle to
Save the Union (Civil War America) giving you another experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Shawn Hoffman:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon.



The Lincoln and the Politics of Slavery: The Other Thirteenth Amendment and the Struggle to Save the
Union (Civil War America) offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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