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After inheriting 400 novels of pornography written by his father in the 1970s and ‘80s, critically acclaimed
author Chris Offutt sets out to make sense of a complicated father-son relationship in this carefully observed,
beautifully written memoir.

“Chris Offutt owns one of the finest, surest prose styles around, ready and able to convey the hardest truth
without flinching. Now Offutt enters the darkest and most mysterious of places—the cave of a monstrous
enigma named Andrew J. Offutt—armed with nothing but his own restless curiosity. Spoiler alert: He makes
it out alive, walking into the daylight to bring us a deeper, funnier, more tender and more heartbroken
truth—and his masterpiece.” —Michael Chabon

When Andrew Offutt died, his son, Chris, inherited a desk, a rifle, and eighteen hundred pounds of
pornographic fiction. Andrew had been considered the “king of twentieth-century smut,” with a writing
career that began as a strategy to pay for his son’s orthodontic needs and soon took on a life of its own,
peaking during the 1970s when the commercial popularity of the erotic novel reached its height.

With his dutiful wife serving as typist, Andrew wrote from their home in the Kentucky hills, locked away in
an office no one dared intrude upon. In this fashion he wrote more than four hundred novels, including pirate
porn, ghost porn, zombie porn, and secret agent porn. The more he wrote, the more intense his ambition
became and the more difficult it was for his children to be part of his world.

Over the long summer of 2013, Chris returned to his hometown to help his widowed mother move out of his
childhood home. As he began to examine his father’s manuscripts and memorabilia, journals, and letters, he
realized he finally had an opportunity to gain insight into the difficult, mercurial, sometimes cruel man he’d
loved and feared in equal measure. Only in his father’s absence could he truly make sense of the man and his
legacy.

In My Father, the Pornographer, Offutt takes us on the journey with him, reading his father’s prodigious
literary output as both a critic and as a son seeking answers. This is a book about the life of a working writer
who supports his family solely by the output of his typewriter; it’s about the awful psychic burdens one
generation unthinkingly passes along to the next; and it’s about growing up in the Appalachian hills with a
pack of fearless boys riding bicycles through the woods, happy and free.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Bennett:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This My Father, the Pornographer: A
Memoir is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Edna Brooks:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely My Father, the Pornographer: A Memoir.

Teresa Sullivan:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book
that need more time to be examine. My Father, the Pornographer: A Memoir can be your answer since it can
be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

William Brown:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. With the book My Father, the Pornographer: A Memoir we can acquire more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book My Father, the
Pornographer: A Memoir. You can more inviting than now.
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