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This book is both an analysis of the Bastille as cultural paradigm and a case study on the history of French
political culture. It examines in particular the storming and subsequent fall of the Bastille in Paris on July 14,
1789 and how it came to represent the cornerstone of the French Revolution, becoming a symbol of the
repression of the Old Regime. Lüsebrink and Reichardt use this semiotic reading of the Bastille to reveal
how historical symbols are generated; what these symbols’ functions are in the collective memory of
societies; and how they are used by social, political, and ideological groups.
To facilitate the symbolic nature of the investigation, this analysis of the evolving signification of the Bastille
moves from the French Revolution to the nineteenth century to contemporary history. The narrative also
shifts from France to other cultural arenas, like the modern European colonial sphere, where the overthrow
of the Bastille acquired radical new signification in the decolonization period of the 1940s and 1950s. The
Bastille demonstrates the potency of the interdisciplinary historical research that has characterized the end of
this century, combining quantitative and qualitative approaches, and taking its methodological tools from
history, sociology, linguistics, and cultural and literary studies.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Stanford:

This book untitled The Bastille: A History of a Symbol of Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial Reflections
on the French Revolution) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store
or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to
you to past this book from your list.

Roger Bennett:

The particular book The Bastille: A History of a Symbol of Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial
Reflections on the French Revolution) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Rosalind Huffman:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Bastille: A History of a
Symbol of Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial Reflections on the French Revolution) that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants
to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick
The Bastille: A History of a Symbol of Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial Reflections on the French
Revolution) become your own personal starter.

Charles Towns:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The
Bastille: A History of a Symbol of Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial Reflections on the French
Revolution) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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