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An eclectic mix of art, theatre, dance, politics, experimentation, and ritual, community-based performance

has become an increasingly popular art movement in the United States. Forged by the collaborative efforts of

professional artists and local residents, this unique field brings performance together with a range of

political, cultural, and social projects, such as community-organizing, cultural self-representation, and

education. Local Acts presents a long-overdue survey of community-based performance from its early roots,

through its flourishing during the politically-turbulent 1960s, to present-day popular culture. Drawing on

nine case studies, including groups such as the African American Junebug Productions, the Appalachian

Roadside Theater, and the Puerto Rican Teatro Pregones, Jan Cohen-Cruz provides detailed descriptions of

performances and processes, first-person stories, and analysis. She shows how the ritual side of these

endeavors reinforces a sense of community identification while the aesthetic side enables local residents to

transgress cultural norms, to question group habits, and to incorporate a level of craft that makes the work

accessible to individuals beyond any one community. The book concludes by exploring how community-

based performance transcends even national boundaries, connecting the local United States with international

theater and cultural movements.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Johnson:

The book Local Acts: Community-Based Performance in the United States (Rutgers Series: The Public Life
of the Arts) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the great thing like a book Local Acts: Community-Based Performance in the United States (Rutgers
Series: The Public Life of the Arts)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Local Acts: Community-Based Performance in the United States (Rutgers Series:
The Public Life of the Arts) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ken Martin:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book Local Acts: Community-Based Performance in the
United States (Rutgers Series: The Public Life of the Arts) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks
that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Casey Russell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Local Acts: Community-Based
Performance in the United States (Rutgers Series: The Public Life of the Arts) publication written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still question Local Acts: Community-Based Performance in the United States
(Rutgers Series: The Public Life of the Arts) as good book not just by the cover but also with the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Marge Lee:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your



limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. Local Acts: Community-Based Performance in the United States (Rutgers Series: The Public Life
of the Arts) can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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