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An exposé of the realities facing poor black children in our consumer socieity.

What does it mean to be young, poor, and black in our consumer culture? Are black children "brand-crazed
consumer addicts" willing to kill each other over a pair of the latest Nike Air Jordans or Barbie backpack? In
this first in-depth account of the consumer lives of poor and working-class black children, Elizabeth Chin
enters the world of children living in hardship in order to understand the ways they learn to manage living
poor in a wealthy society.

In order to move beyond the stereotypical images of black children obsessed with status symbols, Elizabeth
Chin spent two years interviewing poor children living in New Haven, Connecticut, about where and how
they spend their money. An alternate image of the children emerges, one that puts practicality ahead of status
in their purchasing decisions. On a twenty-dollar shopping spree with Chin, one boy has to choose between a
walkie-talkie set and an X-Men figure. In one of the most painful moments of her research, Chin watches as
Davy struggles with his decision. He finally takes the walkie-talkie set, a toy that might be shared with his
younger brother.

Through personal anecdotes and compelling stories ranging from topics such as Christmas and birthday gifts,
shopping malls, Toys-R-Us, neighborhood convenience shops, school lunches, ethnically correct toys, and
school supplies, Chin critically examines consumption as a medium through which social inequalities-most
notably of race, class, and gender--are formed, experienced, imposed, and resisted. Along the way she
acknowledges the profound constraints under which the poor and working class must struggle in their daily
lives.

Elizabeth Chin is an associate professor in the Department of Anthropology at Occidental College in Los
Angeles.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Larios:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Purchasing Power: Black Kids and American Consumer Culture. Try to
make the book Purchasing Power: Black Kids and American Consumer Culture as your friend. It means that
it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Charles Alexander:

The publication untitled Purchasing Power: Black Kids and American Consumer Culture is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a
lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of Purchasing Power: Black Kids and American Consumer Culture from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Harold Bunch:

Purchasing Power: Black Kids and American Consumer Culture can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Purchasing
Power: Black Kids and American Consumer Culture yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be learn. Purchasing Power: Black Kids and American Consumer Culture can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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