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The United States has had not one, but two Foundings. The Constitution produced by the Second Founding
came to be only after a vociferous battle between Federalists and Anti-Federalists. The Federalists favored a
relatively powerful central government, while the Anti-Federalists distrusted the concentration of power in
one place and advocated the preservation of sovereignty in the states as crucibles of post-revolutionary
republicanism -- the legacy of the First Founding. This philosophical cleavage has been at the heart of
practically every major political conflict in U.S. history, and lives on today in debates between modern
liberals and conservatives.

In The Lovers' Quarrel, Elvin T. Lim presents a systematic and innovative analysis of this perennial struggle.
The framers of the second Constitution, the Federalists, were not operating in an ideational or institutional
vacuum; rather, the document they drafted and ratified was designed to remedy the perceived flaws of the
Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union. To decouple the Two Foundings is to appreciate that there is
no such thing as "original meaning," only original dissent. Because the Anti-Federalists insisted that prior
and democratically sanctioned understandings of federalism and union had to be negotiated and partially
grafted onto the new Constitution, the Constitution's Articles and the Bill of Rights do not cohere as well
together as has conventionally been thought. Rather, they represent two antithetical orientations toward
power, liberty, and republicanism. The altercation over the necessity of the Second Founding generated
coherent and self-contained philosophies that would become the core of American political thought,
reproduced and transmitted across two centuries, whether the victors were the neo-Federalists (such as
during the Civil War and the New Deal) or the neo-Anti-Federalists (such as during the Jacksonian era and
the Reagan Revolution).

The Second Founding -- the sole "founding" that we generally speak of -- would become a template for the
unique, prototypically American species of politics and political debate. Because of it, American political
development occurs only after the political entrepreneurs of each generation lock horns in a Lovers' Quarrel
about the principles of one of the Two Foundings, and succeed in justifying and forging a durable expansion
or contraction of federal authority.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Adams:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Lovers' Quarrel: The Two Foundings and American Political Development.

Michel Wilkerson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Lovers' Quarrel: The Two
Foundings and American Political Development to read.

Raymond Garza:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to
remain than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Lovers'
Quarrel: The Two Foundings and American Political Development book as basic and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Keith Devine:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Lovers' Quarrel: The Two
Foundings and American Political Development reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still uncertainty The Lovers' Quarrel: The Two Foundings and American Political Development as good
book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its
protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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