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Images from the legendary unpublished Ah Pook graphic novel.

In 1970, William S. Burroughs and artist Malcolm McNeill began a small collaborative project on a comic
entitled The Unspeakable Mr. Hart, which appeared in the first four issues of Cyclops, England’s first
comics magazine for an adult readership. Soon after, Burroughs and McNeill agreed to collaborate on a
book-length meditation on time, power, and control, and corruption that evoked the Mayan codices and
specifically, the Mayan god of death, Ah Pook. Ah Pook is Here was to include their character Mr. Hart, but
stray from the conventional comics form to explore different juxtapositions of images and words.

Ah Pook was never finished in its intended form. In a 1979 prose collection that included only the words
from the collaboration, Ah Pook is Here and Other Texts (Calder, 1979), Burroughs explains in the preface
that they envisioned the work to be “one that falls into neither the category of the conventional illustrated
book nor that of a comix publication.” Rather, the work was to include “about a hundred pages of artwork
with text (thirty in full-color) and about fifty pages of text alone.” The book was conceived as a single
painting in which text and images were combined in whatever form seemed appropriate to the narrative. It
was conceived as 120 continuous pages that would ‘fold out.’ Such a book was, at the time, unprecedented,
and no publisher was willing to take a chance and publish a “graphic novel.”

However, Malcolm McNeill created nearly a hundred paintings, illustrations, and sketches for the book, and
these, finally, are seeing the light of day in The Lost Art of Ah Pook. (Burroughs’ text will not be included.)
McNeill himself is an exemplary craftsman and visionary painter whose images have languished for over 30
years, unseen. Even in a context divorced from the words, they represent a stunning precursor to the graphic
novel form to come. Sara J. Van Ness contributes an historical essay chronicling the long history of
Burroughs’ and McNeill’s work together, including its incomplete publishing history with Rolling Stone’s
Straight Arrow Press, the excerpt that ran in Rush magazine, and the text that was published without pictures.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Foley:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
learn. The Lost Art of Ah Pook Is Here: Images from the Graphic Novel can be your answer as it can be read
by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Malcolm Moser:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Lost Art of Ah Pook Is
Here: Images from the Graphic Novel which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's view.

Raymond Dixon:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Lost Art of Ah Pook Is Here: Images from the
Graphic Novel can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?

Staci Luton:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By the book The Lost Art of Ah Pook Is Here: Images from the Graphic Novel we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book The
Lost Art of Ah Pook Is Here: Images from the Graphic Novel. You can more attractive than now.
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