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Joseph A. Dane’s What Is a Book? is an introduction to the study of books produced during the period of the
hand press, dating from around 1450 through 1800. Using his own bibliographic interests as a guide, Dane
selects illustrative examples primarily from fifteenth-century books, books of particular interest to students
of English literature, and books central to the development of Anglo-American bibliography. Part I of What
Is a Book? covers the basic procedures of printing and the parts of the physical book—size, paper, type,
illustration; Part II treats the history of book-copies—from cataloging conventions and provenance to
electronic media and their implications for the study of books.
 
Dane begins with the central distinction between a "book-copy"—the particular, individual, physical
book—and a “book”—the abstract category that organizes these copies into editions, whereby each copy is
interchangeable with any other. Among other issues, Dane addresses such basic questions as: How do
students, bibliographers, and collectors discuss these things? And when is it legitimate to generalize on the
basis of particular examples? Dane considers each issue in terms of a practical example or question a reader
might confront: How do you identify books on the basis of typography? What is the status of paper
evidence? How are the various elements on the page defined? What are the implications of the images
available in an online database? And, significantly, how does a scholar’s personal experience with books
challenge or conform to the standard language of book history and bibliography?
 
Dane's accessible and lively tour of the field is a useful guide for all students of book history, from the
beginner to the specialist.
 
"Written with wit and acuity, Joseph A. Dane's What Is a Book? extends his project of teaching aspects of
book history to the specialist and nonspecialist reader alike. Both will be stimulated and provoked by what
Dane writes, and will also enjoy his arguments and admire the breadth and depth of his knowledge."
—Henry Woudhuysen, University College London
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From reader reviews:

Warren Ford:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great along with important the book What Is a Book?: The Study of Early
Printed Books. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods
or other social media.

Willard Sarvis:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject What Is a Book?:
The Study of Early Printed Books suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this
era. The actual book untitled What Is a Book?: The Study of Early Printed Booksis the main of several books
that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world on this book.

Vicky Penn:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One
of them is this What Is a Book?: The Study of Early Printed Books.

Angela Latham:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular What Is a Book?: The Study of Early
Printed Books can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have point
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have What Is a
Book?: The Study of Early Printed Books.
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