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You belong. You always did, and you always will. “You belong” is my benediction to you, not some claim
about you. Belonging is the first gift of the living to the living. You ask : Belong to whom? Belong with
what? Belong here? Belong now? On what terms? At the same time, you feel rightly that the benediction is a
real gift which you needed even if you never asked for it. Working out the terms of belonging is the most
human work we do together. Belonging is a basic human need and at the heart of global issues in the 21st
century: refugees, immigration, and humanity's relationship with nature. But philosophers mostly ignore
belonging, and some find it elusive to define or to put into perspective. Why does it matter to belong? Who
can be sure of belonging? You may feel that you belong nowhere. My two words (which are now yours)
mean that your belonging was never “nowhere.” Your belonging is not problematic and not probationary. It’s
neither inclusion nor attachment. It’s no comfort zone, familiar setting, a piece of turf, or your peace of mind.
It’s your vulnerability to transformation. This vulnerable belonging is not precarious, but living as though
you and others don’t belong is extremely insecure. Transformation is more than change; not always
momentous, discontinuous, or miraculous, irreversably living in a right direction without seeing our
destination. "You Always Belonged and You Always Will – a Philosophy of Belonging" argues that we only
tell life’s first story: strivings to transform internal and external environments. Life then looks busy, busy,
busy. Let's tell life's second story too. Life sustains itself, but it also enables life to belong. Belonging is no
relationship between distinct lives nor interaction, connection among lives. I propose that each life belongs in
every life, and every life belongs in each life. This inter-situated reality helps evolution, ecosystems, and
communities to function. Life's borders like skin and turf, don't limit a life's scope and meaning. Lives have
insides and outsides, but that’s packaging not the gift. Sound strange? Is this stranger than believing you can
belong only inside your skin or on some patch of ground? Is this stranger than picturing belonging as ever
fainter concentric ripples extending from you? Relationships provide the adhesive between lives, but it’s
belonging which places lives smack within lives. We experience belonging not as inner glow nor by
invitation, but by exercising capacities you probably associate only with physical fitness: power, speed,
strength, flexibility, accuracy, agility, balance, coordination, stamina, and endurance. These capacities are
more than muscular skills. They are how we engage the world to belong. We experience life’s core values:
courage, justice, truth, peace, and love as we exercise and combine these capacities. We mix striving and
belonging in activity to get a kinesthetic feel for these values in our lives…if we haven’t already given up on
living with meaningful activity. Our society’s numbing expanse of inactivity makes belonging and
meaningful activity seem larger than life. But they are both exactly life-sized, and you’re a perfect fit.
Belonging is not probationary, problematic, scarce, nor restricted to the lucky and few. We say that
“extremophiles” belong only in inhospitable circumstances. Inhospitable to whom? Flip this around and
declare every life an extremophile! It would be stranger to find a life that belongs nowhere! Humans anchor
their belonging in being unique, rational, in control, most favored by God, or having intrinsic value, but
belonging is enough authority to live, whether you’re Isaac Newton or a spotted newt. No one makes you
belong. You can’t make yourself belong (why did no one explain this when you were thirteen?) As striving
makes your life possible, belonging helps to make your life matter. There’s a reason that the lock seems to fit
your key. Welcome home.
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From reader reviews:

Lawanda Beverly:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this You Always Belonged and You Always Will: a Philosophy of
Belonging.

Miguel Ross:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication You Always Belonged and You Always Will: a
Philosophy of Belonging will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with
you?

Antoine Anderson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this You Always Belonged and You
Always Will: a Philosophy of Belonging e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty You Always Belonged and You Always Will: a Philosophy of Belonging as good book not
merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book
by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Byron Hiebert:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top record in
your reading list is usually You Always Belonged and You Always Will: a Philosophy of Belonging. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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