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A dazzling new biography of Vita Sackville-West, the 20th century aristocrat, literary celebrity,
devoted wife, famous lover of Virginia Woolf, recluse, and iconoclast who defied categorization.

In this stunning new biography of Vita Sackville-West, Matthew Dennison traces the triumph and
contradictions of Vita's extraordinary life. His narrative charts a fascinating course from Vita's lonely
childhood at Knole, through her affectionate but ‘open' marriage to Harold Nicolson (during which both
husband and wife energetically pursued homosexual affairs, Vita most famously with Virginia Woolf), and
through Vita's literary successes and disappointments, to the famous gardens the couple created at
Sissinghurst. The book tells how, from her privileged world of the aristocracy, Sackville-West brought her
penchant for costume, play-acting and rebellion to the artistic vanguard of modern Britain. Dennison is the
acclaimed author of many books including a biography of Queen Victoria.
Here, in the first biography to be written of Vita for thirty years, he reveals the whole story and gets behind
‘the beautiful mask' of Vita's public achievements to reveal an often troubled persona which heroically
resisted compromise on every level. Drawing on wideranging sources and the extensive letters that sustained
her marriage, this is a compelling story of love, loss and jealousy, of high-life and low points, of binding
affection and illicit passion – a portrait of an extraordinary, 20th-century life.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Davis:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Behind the Mask: The Life
of Vita Sackville-West is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Alfred Cox:

The guide with title Behind the Mask: The Life of Vita Sackville-West has lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Darlene Johnson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Behind the Mask: The Life of Vita Sackville-West
why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Patricia Phipps:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important
to suit your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Behind the Mask: The Life of Vita Sackville-West can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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