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With the opening of searoutes in the fifteenth century, groups of men and women left Portugal to establish
themselves across the ports and cities of the Atlantic or Ocean Sea. They were refugees and migrants, traders
and mariners, Jews, Catholics, and the Marranos of mixed Judaic-Catholic culture. They formed a diasporic
community known by contemporaries as the Portuguese Nation. By the early seventeenth century, this nation
without a state had created a remarkabl e trading network that spanned the Atlantic, reached into the Indian
Ocean and Asia, and generated millions of pesos that were used to bankroll the Spanish empire. A Nation
Upon The Ocean Sea traces the story of the Portuguese Nation from its emergence in the late fifteenth
century to its fragmentation in the middle of the seventeenth and situatesit in relation to the paralel
expansion and crisis of Spanish imperial dominion in the Atlantic. Against the backdrop of this relationship,
the book reconstitutes the rich inner life of acommunity based on movement, maritime trade, and cultural
hybridity. We are introduced to mariners and tradersin such disparate places as Lima, Seville and
Amsterdam, their day-to-day interactions and understandings, their houses and domestic relations, their
private reflections and public arguments.

This finely-textured account reveals how the Portuguese Nation created a cohesive and meaningful
community despite the mobility and dispersion of its members; how its forms of sociability fed into the
development of robust transatlantic commercia networks; and how the day-to-day experience of trade was
translated into the sphere of Spanish imperial politics as merchants of the Portuguese Nation took up the pen
to advocate a program of commercial reform based on religious-ethnic toleration and the liberalization of
trade.

A microhistory, A Nation Upon The Ocean Sea contributes to our understanding of the broader histories of
capitalism, empire, and diasporain the early Atlantic.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Yohe:

What do you about book? It is hot important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have sparetimeto
do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just their can do in
which. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it isright. Because start from on
jardin deinfancia until university need this particular A Nation upon the Ocean Sea: Portugal's Atlantic
Diaspora and the Crisis of the Spanish Empire, 1492-1640 to read.

Erwin Fast:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for awhile is
reading. Y es, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this A Nation upon the Ocean
Sea: Portugal's Atlantic Diaspora and the Crisis of the Spanish Empire, 1492-1640 book as beginning and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Lurline Silvester:

Here thing why that A Nation upon the Ocean Sea: Portugal's Atlantic Diaspora and the Crisis of the Spanish
Empire, 1492-1640 are different and reliable to be yours. First of al reading a book is good but it realy
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. A Nation upon the
Ocean Sea: Portugal's Atlantic Diaspora and the Crisis of the Spanish Empire, 1492-1640 giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar
with A Nation upon the Ocean Sea: Portugal's Atlantic Diaspora and the Crisis of the Spanish Empire, 1492-
1640. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficultiesin bringing the published book maybe the
form of A Nation upon the Ocean Sea: Portugal's Atlantic Diaspora and the Crisis of the Spanish Empire,
1492-1640 in e-book can be your choice.

Roxie Jenkins:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading abook. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book A Nation upon the Ocean Sea: Portugal's
Atlantic Diaspora and the Crisis of the Spanish Empire, 1492-1640 to make your personal reading is
interesting. Y our personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to



choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at
especially. Itisto befirst opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the
publication A Nation upon the Ocean Sea: Portugal's Atlantic Diaspora and the Crisis of the Spanish Empire,

1492-1640 can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing
of thistime.
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