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The papers in this volume were presented at a Mellon-Sawyer Seminar held at the University of Oxford in
2009-2010, which sought to investigate side by side the two important movements of conversion that frame
late antiquity: to Christianity at its start, and to Islam at the other end. Challenging the opposition between
the two stereotypes of Islamic conversion as an intrinsically violent process, and Christian conversion as a
fundamentally spiritual one, the papers seek to isolate the behaviours and circumstances that made
conversion both such a common and such a contested phenomenon. The spread of Buddhism in Asia in
broadly the same period serves as an external comparator that was not caught in the net of the Abrahamic
religions. The volume is organised around several themes, reflecting the concerns of the initial project with
the articulation between norm and practice, the role of authorities and institutions, and the social and
individual fluidity on the ground. Debates, discussions, and the expression of norms and principles about
conversion conversion are not rare in societies experiencing religious change, and the first section of the
book examines some of the main issues brought up by surviving sources. This is followed by three sections
examining different aspects of how those principles were - or were not - put into practice: how conversion
was handled by the state, how it was continuously redefined by individual ambivalence and cultural fluidity,
and how it was enshrined through different forms of institutionalization. Finally, a topographical coda
examines the effects of religious change on the iconic holy city of Jerusalem.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Ginter:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Conversion in Late Antiquity: Christianity, Islam, and
Beyond. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book Conversion in Late Antiquity: Christianity, Islam, and Beyond. You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Tanya McNeil:

This book untitled Conversion in Late Antiquity: Christianity, Islam, and Beyond to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

April Hanson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Conversion in Late Antiquity: Christianity, Islam, and Beyond.

Alicia Cain:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Conversion in Late Antiquity: Christianity, Islam, and Beyond your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Conversion in Late Antiquity: Christianity, Islam,
and Beyond giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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