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Why did the youthful optimism and openness of the sixties give way to Ronald Reagan and the spirit of
conservative reaction--a spirit that remains ascendant today?
Drawing on a wide array of sources--including tabloid journalism, popular fiction, movies, and television
shows--Philip Jenkins argues that a remarkable confluence of panics, scares, and a few genuine threats
created a climate of fear that led to the conservative reaction. He identifies 1975 to 1986 as the watershed
years. During this time, he says, there was a sharp increase in perceived threats to our security at home and
abroad. At home, America seemed to be threatened by monstrous criminals--serial killers, child abusers,
Satanic cults, and predatory drug dealers, to name just a few. On the international scene, we were confronted
by the Soviet Union and its evil empire, by OPEC with its stranglehold on global oil, by the Ayatollahs who
made hostages of our diplomats in Iran. Increasingly, these dangers began to be described in terms of moral
evil. Rejecting the radicalism of the '60s, which many saw as the source of the crisis, Americans adopted a
more pessimistic interpretation of human behavior, which harked back to much older themes in American
culture. This simpler but darker vision ultimately brought us Ronald Reagan and the ascendancy of the
political Right, which more than two decades later shows no sign of loosening its grip.
Writing in his usual crisp and witty prose, Jenkins offers a truly original and persuasive account of a period
that continues to fascinate the American public. It is bound to captivate anyone who lived through this
period, as well as all those who want to understand the forces that transformed--and continue to define--the
American political landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Eduardo Baro:

Decade of Nightmares: The End of the Sixties and the Making of Eighties America can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Decade of Nightmares: The End of the Sixties and the Making of Eighties America nevertheless doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.

David Dugas:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
is Decade of Nightmares: The End of the Sixties and the Making of Eighties America this reserve consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of
you.

Lester Gibbons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add
you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
is Decade of Nightmares: The End of the Sixties and the Making of Eighties America.

Debra Weeks:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. Within this modern
era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking



for the Decade of Nightmares: The End of the Sixties and the Making of Eighties America when you
necessary it?
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