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The Girl Sleuth is a book for anyone who fondly recalls her late-night adventures inside a bedspread cave
with a flashlight, a handful of snitched cookies, and a savvy heroine who has just two chapters left in which
to decode the message, find the jewels, unmask the impostor, and then catch the next express to the big city.

In this long-out-of-print work, which was first published in 1975, Bobbie Ann Mason examines the girl
detective in her various guises through a combination of childhood reminiscences and insights as a fiction
writer and observer of American popular culture. Mason ranges in her coverage from the Bobbsey Twins to
the glamorous career-girl detectives Vicki Barr, Cherry Ames, and Beverly Gray to her own adolescent
favorites—Judy Bolton, Nancy Drew, and Trixie Belden, a farm girl like herself. Mason's personal
recollections of a rural youth spent longing for mysteries to solve represent a quintessential American
girlhood experience.

Mason reveals Nancy Drew ("as cool as Mata Hari and as sweet as Betty Crocker") to be a paradoxical
figure: on the one hand a model of independence and courage; on the other, a lady, eternally feminine and
firmly devoted to the preservation of middle-class values. The girl sleuths "thrilled us and contented us at the
same time," the author writes. Holding up Nancy Drew as a model of "the conventional and the revolutionary
in one compact package," Mason shows how the series heroines encouraged young readers to "dream big"
and stay open to life's possibilities, dished up antidotes to spoon-fed notions of traditional femininity, and
amiably subverted the literary snobbery of child experts, librarians, and book reviewers.

Everyone who grew up reading mystery books will enjoy Bobbie Ann Mason's witty, sometimes nostalgic,
observations on popular culture, childhood, and the pleasures of reading and writing.
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From reader reviews:

Jaime Leflore:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Girl Sleuth? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Cornell Smith:

This Girl Sleuth are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason
of this Girl Sleuth can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Girl Sleuth giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Gail Boutwell:

This Girl Sleuth is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who have
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately
using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult
core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Girl Sleuth in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten
or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Valarie Chamberlin:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Girl Sleuth was bright colored and of course has pictures
on the website. As we know that book Girl Sleuth has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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