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John F. Kennedy's presidency has been well examined, but a frequently overlooked yet crucial component of
it was his leadership of the United States armed forces. His relationship with the military was forged by
personal combat experience and the many lessons learned during his presidential administration. A staunch
supporter of the lower ranks, President Kennedy quickly became disillusioned with the upper echelon of the
military, preferring ultimately to rely on his own wisdom and that of a close circle of trusted advisers. As a
result, it can be argued that John F. Kennedy was more involved in his role as commander in chief than any
other president of modern vintage. His was a unique challenge. The world was changing; military actions
were no longer large-scale troop movements but small localized and diplomatic crises with frequent guerrilla
activity.

President Kennedy, typically, quickly immersed himself in his role. Almost immediately following his
election he was confronted with the formidable challenge of the Bay of Pigs. Relying on the advice of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Kennedy was humiliated by the results of that action, and yet he accepted complete
responsibility for it. It was a mistake that would not be repeated. Thereafter, Kennedy questioned everything
and came to his own decisions. He began to involve himself in details of the services, reviewing his "new"
army, navy, and air force, even spending time thinking about what the individual
soldier was wearing and carrying.

In John F. Kennedy: Commander in Chief, Pierre Salinger, press secretary and confidant to the president,
provides an insightful view of this side of John F. Kennedy. He shares his unique understanding of all the
major events of the Kennedy administration that had a military component. He draws a fascinating and clear
depiction of the Kennedy learning curve--illuminating the brilliance of the man. Kennedy learned his lessons
quickly. One can only speculate what may have resulted had Kennedy lived and been elected to a second
term, especially when one reads Kennedy's commencement address speech at American University included
in this volume. This speech, considered by many to be his finest, is remarkable in showing the maturity that
President Kennedy had attained. Today it is easy to see the beginning of a new statesmanship in his speech, a
new global consciousness, a larger and longer view for peace. Pierre Salinger, tantalizingly and profoundly,
traces the maturation of Kennedy in his role as commander in chief and brings us to wonder what might have
been.
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From reader reviews:

Marian Jackson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important usually. The book John F. Kennedy: Commander in Chief has been
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The book John F. Kennedy: Commander in Chief is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book John F. Kennedy: Commander in
Chief. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Dana Hanley:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love John F. Kennedy: Commander in Chief, you
may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Dewayne Campbell:

This John F. Kennedy: Commander in Chief is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this John F. Kennedy: Commander in Chief
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get
through anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for
your better life in addition to knowledge.

Kristen Hancock:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book John F. Kennedy: Commander in Chief we can have more advantage. Don't that you
be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book John F. Kennedy:
Commander in Chief. You can more inviting than now.
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