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Who are the Jews--a race, a people, a religious group? For over a century, non-Jews and Jews alike have
tried to identify who they were--first applying the methods of physical anthropology and more recently of
population genetics.

In Legacy, Harry Ostrer, a medical geneticist and authority on the genetics of the Jewish people, explores not
only the history of these efforts, but also the insights that genetics has provided about the histories of
contemporary Jewish people. Much of the book is told through the lives of scientific pioneers. We meet
Russian immigrant Maurice Fishberg; Australian Joseph Jacobs, the leading Jewish anthropologist in fin-de-
siècle Europe; Chaim Sheba, a colorful Israeli geneticist and surgeon general of the Israeli Army; and Arthur
Mourant, one of the foremost cataloguers of blood groups in the 20th century. As Ostrer describes their work
and the work of others, he shows that to look over the genetics of Jewish groups, and to see the history of the
Diaspora woven there, is truly a marvel. Here is what happened as the Jews migrated to new places and saw
their numbers wax and wane, as they gained and lost adherents and thrived or were buffeted by famine,
disease, wars, and persecution. Many of these groups--from North Africa, the Middle East, India--are little-
known, and by telling their stories, Ostrer brings them to the forefront at a time when assimilation is literally
changing the face of world Jewry.

A fascinating blend of history, science, and biography, Legacy offers readers an entirely fresh perspective on
the Jewish people and their history. It is as well a cutting-edge portrait of population genetics, a field which
may soon take its place as a pillar of group identity alongside shared spirituality, shared social values, and a
shared cultural legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Legacy: A Genetic History
of the Jewish People book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

James Connell:

This book untitled Legacy: A Genetic History of the Jewish People to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Jose Holmes:

The book Legacy: A Genetic History of the Jewish People will bring you to the new experience of reading a
new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this
book very suited to you. The book Legacy: A Genetic History of the Jewish People is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

James Ritchey:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Legacy: A Genetic History of the Jewish
People is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you
did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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