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This startlingly original (and sure to be controversial) account of the evolution of Christianity shows that the
economics of religion has little to do with counting the money in the collection basket and much to do with
understanding the background of today's religious and political divisions. Since religion is a set of organized
beliefs, and a church is an organized body of worshippers, it's natural to use a science that seeks to explain
the behavior of organizations--economics--to understand the development of organized religion. The
Marketplace of Christianity applies the tools of economic theory to illuminate the emergence of
Protestantism in the sixteenth century and to examine contemporary religion-influenced issues, including
evolution and gay marriage.The Protestant Reformation, the authors argue, can be seen as a successful
penetration of a religious market dominated by a monopoly firm--the Catholic Church. The Ninety-five
Theses nailed to the church door in Wittenberg by Martin Luther raised the level of competition within
Christianity to a breaking point. The Counter-Reformation, the Catholic reaction, continued the competitive
process, which came to include "product differentiation" in the form of doctrinal and organizational
innovation. Economic theory shows us how Christianity evolved to satisfy the changing demands of
consumers--worshippers.The authors of The Marketplace of Christianity avoid value judgments about
religion. They take preferences for religion as given and analyze its observable effects on society and the
individual. They provide the reader with clear and nontechnical background information on economics and
the economics of religion before focusing on the Reformation and its aftermath. Their analysis of
contemporary hot-button issues--science vs. religion, liberal vs. conservative, clerical celibacy, women and
gay clergy, gay marriage--offers a vivid illustration of the potential of economic analysis to contribute to our
understanding of religion.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Black:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The
Marketplace of Christianity? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Andrew Nixon:

This The Marketplace of Christianity usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The reason why of this The Marketplace of Christianity can be one of many great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might
be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Marketplace of
Christianity forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout
of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Benedict Wilkerson:

This The Marketplace of Christianity is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The
Marketplace of Christianity can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's
why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life as well as knowledge.

Craig Rushing:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Marketplace of
Christianity to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book
and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it.
Beside that the e-book The Marketplace of Christianity can to be your brand-new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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