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O Chonghui crafts historically-rooted yet timeless tales imagining core human experiences from a female
point of view. Since her debut in 1968, she has formed a powerful challenge to the patriarchal literary
establishment in Korea, and her work has invited rich comparisons with the achievements of Joyce Carol
Oates, Alice Munro, and Virginia Woolf.

These nine stories range from O Chonghui's first published work, in 1968, to one of her last publications, in
1994. Her early stories are compact, often chilling accounts of family dysfunction, reflecting the decline of
traditional, agrarian economics and the rise of urban, industrial living. Later stories are more expansive,
weaving eloquent, occasionally wistful reflections on lost love and tradition together with provocative
explorations of sexuality and gender. O Chonghui makes use of flashbacks, interior monologues, and stream-
of-consciousness in her narratives, developing themes of abandonment and loneliness in a carefully
cultivated, dispassionate tone.

O Chonghui's narrators stand in for the average individual, struggling to cope with emotional rootlessness
and a yearning for permanence in family and society. Arguably the first female Korean fiction writer to
follow Woolf's dictum to do away with the egoless, self-sacrificing "angel in the house," O Chonghui is a
crucial figure in the history of modern Korean literature, one of the most astute observers of Korean society
and the place of tradition within it.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Lemieux:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This River of Fire and Other Stories
(Weatherhead Books on Asia) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Shameka Nye:

River of Fire and Other Stories (Weatherhead Books on Asia) can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing River
of Fire and Other Stories (Weatherhead Books on Asia) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Stanley Torres:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be River of Fire and Other Stories (Weatherhead Books on Asia) why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.

Enrique Boggs:

Beside that River of Fire and Other Stories (Weatherhead Books on Asia) in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have River of Fire and Other Stories (Weatherhead Books on Asia)
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom
get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
the item? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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