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Siegfried Kracauer has been misunderstood as a naïve realist, appreciated as an astute critic of early German
film, and noticed as the interesting exile who exchanged letters with Erwin Panofsky. But he is most widely
thought of as the odd uncle of famed Frankfurt School critical theorists Jürgen Habermas, Theodor Adorno,
Walter Benjamin, and Max Horkheimer. Recently, however, scholars have rediscovered in Kracauer's
writings a philosopher, sociologist, and film theorist important beyond his associations--and perhaps one of
the most significant cultural critics of the twentieth century. Gertrud Koch advances this Kracauer
renaissance with the first-ever critical assessment of his entire body of work.

Koch's analysis, which is concise without sacrificing thoroughness or sophistication, covers both Kracauer's
best-known publications (e.g., From Caligari to Hitler, in which he gleans the roots of National Socialism in
the films of the Weimar Republic) and previously underexamined texts, including two newly discovered
autobiographical novels. Because Kracauer's wide-ranging works emerge from no rigidly unified approach,
instead always remaining open to unusual and highly individual perspectives, Koch resists the temptation to
force generalization. She does, however, identify recurring tropes in Kracauer's lifetime effort to perceive the
basic posture and composition of particular cultures through their visual surfaces. Koch also finds in
Kracauer a surprisingly contemporary cultural commentator, whose ideas speak directly to current
discussions on film, urban modernity, feminism, cultural representation, violence, and other themes.

This book was long-awaited in Germany, as well as widely and well reviewed. Now translated into English
for the first time, it will fuel already growing interest in the United States, where Kracauer lived and wrote
from 1941 until his death in 1966. It will attract the attention of students and scholars working in Film
Studies, German Studies, Comparative Literature, Critical Theory, Cultural Studies, Philosophy, and History.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Green:

The book Siegfried Kracauer make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Siegfried Kracauer to get your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Siegfried Kracauer. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Bradley Sparks:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their can
do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need that Siegfried Kracauer to read.

George Jamison:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Siegfried
Kracauer offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Joseph Rankins:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Siegfried Kracauer or others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to
include their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Siegfried Kracauer to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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