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‘The Mystery of Edwin Drood’ is the final novel by Charles Dickens. The novel was unfinished at the time
of Dickens's death (9 June 1870) and his ending for it is unknown. Consequently, the identity of the murderer
remains subject to debate.

Though the novel is named after the character Edwin Drood, the story focuses on Drood's uncle, choirmaster
John Jasper, who is in love with his pupil, Rosa Bud. Miss Bud, Drood's fiancée, has also caught the eye of
the high-spirited and hot-tempered Neville Landless, who comes from Ceylon with his twin sister, Helena.
Landless and Drood take an instant dislike to one another. Drood later disappears under mysterious
circumstances. The story is set in Cloisterham, a lightly disguised Rochester. Mr Crisparkle, for example,
lives in a clergy house in Minor Canon Corner, which corresponds to a genuine address within the precincts
of Rochester Cathedral, namely Minor Canon Row.

Supplying a conclusion to ‘The Mystery of Edwin Drood’ has occupied writers from the time of Dickens's
death to the present day. The first three attempts to complete the story were undertaken by Americans. The
first, by Robert Henry Newell, published under the pen name Orpheus C. Kerr in 1870, was as much a
parody as a continuation, transplanting the story to the United States. It is a "burlesque" farce rather than a
serious attempt to continue in the spirit of the original story.

The second ending was written by Henry Morford, a New York journalist. He traveled to Rochester with his
wife and published the ending serially during his stay in England from 1871–1872. In this ending, Edwin
Drood survives Jasper's murder attempt. Datchery is Bazzard in disguise, but Helena disguises herself as
well to overhear Jasper's mumbling under the influence of opium. Entitled 'John Jasper's Secret: Sequel to
Charles Dickens' 'Mystery of Edwin Drood,’ it was rumored to have been authored by Charles Dickens, Jr.
and Wilkie Collins, despite Collins' disavowal.

The third attempt was perhaps the most unusual. In 1873, a young Vermont printer, Thomas James,
published a version which he claimed had been literally 'ghost-written' by him channelling Dickens's spirit.
A sensation was created, with several critics, including Arthur Conan Doyle, a spiritualist himself, praising
this version, calling it similar in style to Dickens's work; and for several decades the James version of Edwin
Drood was common in America.

Other Drood scholars disagree. John C. Walters "dismiss[ed it] with contempt", stating that the work "is self-
condemned by its futility, illiteracy, and hideous American mannerisms; the mystery itself becomes a
nightmare, and the solution only deepens the obscurity."

Two of the most recent of the posthumous collaborations are ‘The Mystery of Edwin Drood’ by Leon
Garfield (1980) and ‘The Decoding of Edwin Drood’ (1980) by Charles Forsyte. There was also a humorous
continuation by the Italian duo Fruttero & Lucentini entitled ‘The D Case.’

In January 1914, John Jasper (played by Frederick T. Harry) stood trial for the murder of Edwin Drood in
London. The "trial" was organised by the Dickens Fellowship. G. K. Chesterton, best known for the Father
Brown mystery stories, was the judge, while George Bernard Shaw was the foreman of the jury, made up of
other authors. J. Cuming Walters, author of ‘The Complete Edwin Drood,’ led the prosecution, while Cecil



Chesterton acted for the defense.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Fuller:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Mystery of Edwin Drood
(Illustrated) has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The Mystery of Edwin Drood (Illustrated) is not only
giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book The Mystery of
Edwin Drood (Illustrated). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Denise Zimmerman:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Mystery of Edwin Drood (Illustrated) book is readable by means of you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of The Mystery of
Edwin Drood (Illustrated) content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking The
Mystery of Edwin Drood (Illustrated) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Terrie Anderson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Mystery of Edwin Drood
(Illustrated) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Roger Moxley:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Mystery of Edwin Drood (Illustrated), you are
able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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