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The practical and artistic creations of native peoples permeate everyday life in settler nations, from the
design elements on our clothing to the plot-lines of books we read to our children. Rarely, however, do
native communities benefit materially from this use of their heritage, a situation that drives growing
resistance to what some denounce as "cultural theft."

Who Owns Native Culture? documents the efforts of indigenous peoples to redefine heritage as a proprietary
resource. Michael Brown takes readers into settings where native peoples defend what they consider their
cultural property: a courtroom in Darwin, Australia, where an Aboriginal artist and a clan leader bring suit
against a textile firm that infringes sacred art; archives and museums in the United States, where Indian
tribes seek control over early photographs and sound recordings collected in their communities; and the
Mexican state of Chiapas, site of a bioprospecting venture whose legitimacy is questioned by native-rights
activists.

By focusing on the complexity of actual cases, Brown casts light on indigenous claims in diverse fields--
religion, art, sacred places, and botanical knowledge. He finds both genuine injustice and, among advocates
for native peoples, a troubling tendency to mimic the privatizing logic of major corporations.

The author proposes alternative strategies for defending the heritage of vulnerable native communities
without blocking the open communication essential to the life of pluralist democracies. Who Owns Native
Culture? is a lively, accessible introduction to questions of cultural ownership, group privacy, intellectual
property, and the recovery of indigenous identities.
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From reader reviews:

Keri Yokum:

The book Who Owns Native Culture? can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Who Owns Native
Culture?? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Who Owns Native
Culture? has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Julie Nealy:

This Who Owns Native Culture? usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Who Owns Native Culture? can be among the great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Who Owns
Native Culture? giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Earl Parker:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Who Owns Native
Culture? suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled
Who Owns Native Culture?is the one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Andrea Lampkin:

This Who Owns Native Culture? is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Who Owns Native Culture?
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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