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Joseph A. Amato proposes a bold and innovative approach to writing local history in this imaginative, wide-
ranging, and deeply engaging exploration of the meaning of place and home. Arguing that people of every
place and time deserve a history, Amato draws on his background as a European cultural historian and a
prolific writer of local history to explore such topics as the history of cleanliness, sound, anger, madness, the
clandestine, and the environment in southwestern Minnesota. While dedicated to the unique experiences of a
place, his lively work demonstrates that contemporary local history provides a vital link for understanding
the relation between immediate experience and the metamorphosis of the world at large. In an era of
encompassing forces and global sensibilities, Rethinking Home advocates the power of local history to
revivify the individual, the concrete, and the particular. This singular book offers fresh perspectives, themes,
and approaches for energizing local history at a time when the very notion of place is in jeopardy.

Amato explains how local historians shape their work around objects we can touch and institutions we have
directly experienced. For them, theory always gives way to facts. His vivid portraits of individual people,
places, situations, and cases (which include murders, crop scams, and taking custody of the law) are joined to
local illustrations of the use of environmental and ecological history. This book also puts local history in the
service of contemporary history with the examination of recent demographic, social, and cultural
transformations. Critical concluding chapters on politics and literature--especially Sinclair Lewis's Main
Street and Longfellow's Hiawatha--show how metaphor and myth invent, distort, and hold captive local
towns, peoples, and places.
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From reader reviews:

James Fomby:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
Rethinking Home: A Case for Writing Local History? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Thomas Hall:

This book untitled Rethinking Home: A Case for Writing Local History to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Jerald Higgins:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Rethinking Home: A Case for Writing Local
History can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Rethinking Home: A Case for
Writing Local History.

Theodore Rivas:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Rethinking Home: A Case for Writing Local History we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this
book Rethinking Home: A Case for Writing Local History. You can more appealing than now.
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