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Aristocracy means “rule by the best.” For nine hundred years, the British aristocracy considered itself ideally
qualified to rule others, make laws, and guide the nation. Its virtues lay in its collective wisdom, its
attachment to chivalric codes, and its sense of public duty. It evolved from a medieval warrior caste into a
self-assured and sophisticated elite, which made itself the champion of popular liberty: It forced King John to
sign the Magna Carta and later used its power and wealth to depose a succession of tyrannical kings from
Richard II to James II. Britain’s liberties and constitution were the result of aristocratic bloody-mindedness
and courage.

Aristocrats traces the history of this remarkable supremacy. It is a story of civil wars, conquests, intrigue,
chicanery, and extremes of selflessness and greed. The aristocracy survived and, in the age of the great house
and the Grand Tour, governed the first industrial nation while a knot of noblemen ruled its growing empire.
Under pressure from below, this political power was slowly relinquished and then shared. Yet democratic
Britain retained its aristocracy: Churchill, himself the grandson of a duke, presided over a wartime cabinet
that contained six hereditary peers.

Lawrence James illuminates the culture of this singular caste, shows how its infatuation with classical art has
forged England’s heritage, how its love of sport has shaped the nation’s pastimes and values, and how its
scandals have entertained its public.

Impeccably researched, balanced, and brilliantly told, Aristocrats is an enthralling story of survival, a
stunning history of wealth, power, and influence.
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From reader reviews:

Ron Lauer:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from
1066 to the Present it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

Mindy Simmons:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer might be Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from
1066 to the Present why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mary McClellan:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to you is Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes
from 1066 to the Present this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Here
is why this book suitable all of you.

Debra Heffner:

Beside this Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to the
Present in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Aristocrats: Power, Grace, and



Decadence: Britain's Great Ruling Classes from 1066 to the Present because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and
read it from at this point!
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