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From before the days of Moses up through the 1960s, slavery was afact of life in the Middle East. Pagans,
Jews, Christians, and Muslims bought and sold at the slave markets for millennia, trading the human plunder
of wars and slave raids that reached from the Russian steppes to the African jungles. But if the Middle East
was one of the last regions to renounce slavery, how do we account for its--and especially |slam's--image of
racial harmony? How did these long years of davery affect racial relations? In Race and Savery in the
Middle East, Bernard Lewis explores these questions and others, examining the history of slavery in law,
social thought, and practice over the last two millennia.

With 24 rare and intriguing full-color illustrations, this fascinating study describes the Middle East's culture
of dlavery and the evolution of racial prejudice. Lewis demonstrates how nineteenth century Europeans
mythol ogized the region as aracial utopiain debating American davery. Islam, in fact, clearly teaches non-
discrimination, but Lewis shows that prejudice often won out over pious sentiments, as he examines how
Africans were treated, depicted, and thought of from antiquity to the twentieth century.

"If my color were pink, women would love me/But the Lord has marred me with blackness," lamented a
black slave poet in Arabia over a millennium ago--and Lewis deftly draws from these lines and others the
nuances of racial relations over time. 1slam, he finds, restricted enslavement and greatly improved the lot of
saves--who included, until the early twentieth century, some whites--while blacks occasionally rose to
power and renown. But abuses ring throughout the written and visual record, from the horrors of capture to
the castration and high mortality which, along with other causes, have left few blacksin many Middle
Eastern lands, despite centuries of importing African daves.

Race and Savery in the Middle East illuminates the legacy of slavery in the region where it lasted longest,
from the days of warrior slaves and palace eunuchs and concubinesto the final drive for abolition. Illustrated
with outstanding reproductions of striking artwork, it casts anew light on this critical part of the world, and
on the nature and interrelation of slavery and racia prejudice.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Aswe know that
book is very important for people. The book Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry
seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The guide Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can
spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Race and
Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry. Y ou never feel lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Gary Farrdl:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always
try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of
them isthis Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry.

William Bar nett:

Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Race and
Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Ryan Strausbaugh:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Race and Slavery in the Middle East: An Historical Enquiry. You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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