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Antony and Cleopatra dramatizes a major event in world history: the founding of the Roman Empire. The
future first emperor, Octavius Caesar (later called Augustus Caesar), cold-bloodedly manipulates other
characters and exercises iron control over himself.

At first, he shares power with Mark Antony, Rome’s preeminent military leader, and the weaker Lepidus.
Caesar needs Antony to fend off other Roman strongmen like Pompey; he even offers his sister Octavia to
him as a bride, despite Antony’s reputation as a libertine and his past rivalry with Caesar. Once Caesar
defeats Pompey, however, he needs no allies. He brings charges against Lepidus, denies Antony his spoils
from Pompey’s defeat, and seizes cities in the eastern Roman colonies that Antony rules.

The play’s emphasis, however, is on those whom Caesar defeats: Antony and his wealthy Egyptian ally,
Queen Cleopatra. The play does not sugarcoat Antony and Cleopatra’s famous love affair, including her
calculated attempts to seduce Antony from his duties and his rage when he thinks she has betrayed him to
Caesar. Nonetheless, the lovers find such sensual and emotional satisfaction that Caesar’s world conquest
seems smaller than what they find in each other.

The authoritative edition of Antony and Cleopatra from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and
widely used Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play

-Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play

-Scene-by-scene plot summaries

-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases

-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language

-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play

-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books

-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Cynthia Marshall

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of
Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:

Ethan Scott:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Antony and Cleopatra (Folger
Shakespeare Library) book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Willis Newby:

Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Antony and Cleopatra (Folger
Shakespeare Library) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

James Batts:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare
Library) or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library) to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like here.

Carlton Wood:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Antony and Cleopatra (Folger
Shakespeare Library).
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