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Two-time Academy Award winner Sir David Lean (1908–1991) was one of the most prominent directors of
the twentieth century, responsible for the classics The Bridge on the River Kwai (1957), Lawrence of Arabia
(1962), and Doctor Zhivago (1965). British-born Lean asserted himself in Hollywood as a major filmmaker
with his epic storytelling and panoramic visions of history, but he started out as a talented film editor and
director in Great Britain. As a result, he brought an art-house mentality to blockbuster films. Combining
elements of biography and film criticism, Beyond the Epic: The Life and Films of David Lean uses
screenplays and production histories to assess Lean's body of work. Author Gene D. Phillips interviews
actors who worked with Lean and directors who knew him, and their comments reveal new details about the
director's life and career. Phillips also explores Lean's lesser-studied films, such as The Passionate Friends
(1949), Hobson's Choice (1954), and Summertime (1955). The result is an in-depth examination of the
director in cultural, historical, and cinematic contexts. Lean's approach to filmmaking was far different than
that of many of his contemporaries. He chose his films carefully and, as a result, directed only sixteen films
in a period of more than forty years. Those films, however, have become some of the landmarks of motion-
picture history. Lean is best known for his epics, but Phillips also focuses on Lean's successful adaptations of
famous works of literature, including retellings of plays such as Brief Encounter (1945) and novels such as
Great Expectations (1946), Oliver Twist (1948), and A Passage to India (1984). From expansive studies of
war and strife to some of literature's greatest high comedies and domestic dramas, Lean imbued all of his
films with his unique creative vision. Few directors can match Lean's ability to combine narrative sweep and
psychological detail, and Phillips goes beyond Lean's epics to reveal this unifying characteristic in the
director's body of work. Beyond the Epic is a vital assessment of a great director's artistic process and his
place in the film industry.
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From reader reviews:

Chad Brown:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Beyond the Epic: The Life and Films
of David Lean? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Harold Houston:

Often the book Beyond the Epic: The Life and Films of David Lean will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Beyond the Epic: The Life and Films of David
Lean is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Brian Seery:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Beyond the Epic: The Life and Films of David Lean. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.

John Silver:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Beyond the Epic: The Life and Films of
David Lean to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and
examine it. Beside that the publication Beyond the Epic: The Life and Films of David Lean can to be your
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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