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"The book neither sympathizes with its subject nor trashes her. A kind of semiruthless, semi-good-
natured impersonality prevails throughout....This book never penetrates the glazed surface of Sontag's
appearance or the formal character of her work....[However] many interviews were conducted with
friends and enemies alike, the reader is left knowing that a wall still stands behind which Susan Sontag
lurks, undetected and unknown." —Vivian Gornick, Salon, 08/01/2000

The first--and unauthorized--biography of the so-called dark lady of American letters. Ever since she took
American culture by storm with the publication of her Notes on Camp in 1964, Susan Sontag has been a star.
Her austere glamour has been a critical factor in her success, making her a role model for intellectual
women, a sex symbol for brainy men. She has never ceased to fascinate the public: as brilliant wunderkind,
bringing the latest in French thought to America; as sophisticated analyst of her own experience with cancer
in Illness as Metaphor; as champion of free speech in the Rushdie Affair; as theater director in besieged
Sarajevo; and, with the publication of The Volcano Lover, as best-selling historical novelist. Yet she has both
courted that fascination and insisted on holding it at a distance, demanding control over her public image.
This first--and most definitely unauthorized--biography delves beneath the surface to examine the forces that
made Susan Sontag an international icon. Carl Rollyson and Lisa Paddock explore her public persona and
private passions, including the strategies behind her meteoric rise to fame and her political moves and
missteps. Above all, they show how the life of Susan Sontag reveals to us the way we live now.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Susan Sontag: The
Making of an Icon book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Joseph Singleton:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Susan Sontag: The
Making of an Icon is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Sandra Wright:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Susan Sontag: The Making of an Icon
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react to the world.
It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it
is possible to pick Susan Sontag: The Making of an Icon become your personal starter.

Ann Craft:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Susan Sontag: The Making of an Icon can be
the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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