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From The Sky Inside the Shaking Tree

What you feel
reveals you.
 
Watch
for the sustenance
inclined to a source,
 
enamored of singularity,
quickly here and quickly
 
gone, shadow from which
the body's courage comes.
 
Fireflies
apparently stumbling.
 
I slapped one on my leg.
Its blood glowed.
 
Blessings for the Hands follows various speakers—often disabled speakers, who never once figure
themselves as objects of complaint or self-pity—through the haunted dreamscape of “normalcy.” Indeed,
dreams are continuous presences in this unusually subtle and elegant debut collection that juxtaposes
physical circumstances with the vast interior life of the imagination. The subjects of Blessings for the Hands
are real and imagined confrontations—and reconciliations—between family members, friends, strangers, and
animals. Matthew Schwartz’s quasi-autobiographical verse complicates and clarifies the emotions waiting
just underneath the patterns and expectations of the speakers’ daylight lives, where anger, joy, corporeality,
and mortality all seem to collide. For Schwartz, poetry is a sleight of hand that keeps the reader guessing
through nearly imperceptible shifts between present vision and absent reality. Blessings for the Hands is a
lyric reckoning of the tension between the life we are given and the life we are determined to lead.
 
“Blessings for the Hands is emotionally strong and imaginatively wild, distinctive, deeply moving, without
an ort of self-pity, and pervaded by ‘compassion down to your fingertips’ (which Chekhov said is ‘the only
method’ both to write and to live). This angle of vision is sharp enough to unify much disparate material. The
poems are clear and musical and consequently a pleasure to read and reread despite their gravity. I think this
may be lasting work.”—Michael Ryan
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From reader reviews:

Lula Estes:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Blessings for the Hands (Phoenix
Poets) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book
with you?

Shirley Morales:

The book Blessings for the Hands (Phoenix Poets) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Blessings for the Hands
(Phoenix Poets)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Blessings for the Hands
(Phoenix Poets) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Mildred Kelly:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Blessings for the Hands (Phoenix Poets) as the daily
resource information.

Keith Lugo:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Blessings for the Hands (Phoenix Poets) was colorful and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Blessings for the Hands (Phoenix Poets) has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading that.
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