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At two o'clock in the morning on 27 April 1865, seven miles north of Memphis on the Mississippi, the
sidewheel steamboat Sultana's boilers suddenly exploded. Legally registered to carry 376 people, the boat
was packed with 2,100 recently released Union prisoners-of-war. Over 1,700 people died, making it the
worst marine disaster in U.S. history. This book looks at the disaster through the eyes of the victims
themselves. It offers a concise, minute-by-minute account on the cause of the explosion and its effect on
different parts of the boat.

To focus on the personal stories of the victims, both civilian and soldier, Gene Eric Salecker patiently
collected material from hundreds of letters, period newspaper stories, and other sources. Readers are first
introduced to victims while they are languishing in Confederate prisons and follow their release to an
exchange camp outside of Vicksburg to their eventual crowding onto the Sultana. His knowledgeable
narrative is interwoven with individual reminiscences, including those of the heroic rescuers. He offers
unprecedented details about the captain's handling of the steamboat and corrects some long-held myths about
the placement of the soldiers on the Sultana and newspaper coverage of the disaster.

A large portion of the book covers rescue attempts, both successful and failed, and the aftermath of the
disaster as it affected those involved. With its emphasis on the human-interest aspect of the Sultana, this
book brings to the literature a critical point of view and much new information.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Chambers:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Disaster on the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion,
April 27, 1865 as the daily resource information.

Alicia Gentry:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is Disaster on the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865.

Paul Kindig:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Disaster on the Mississippi: The
Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick Disaster on the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27,
1865 become your starter.

Jason Scott:

This Disaster on the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865 is completely new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Disaster on
the Mississippi: The Sultana Explosion, April 27, 1865 can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it!



Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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