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Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) was one of the most remarkable women of her day. From early childhood
she experienced religious visions, and at the age of eight she entered a cloistered religious life in the
Benedictine monastery of Disibondenberg. Eventually she not only became abbess of the community, but
presided over the establishment of an important new convent near Bingen. All but forgotten for hundreds of
years, Hildegard was rediscovered in the 1980s and since then her visionary writings have been widely read
and studied. Even more surprisingly, music that she composed has been performed and recorded to great
acclaim. She has come to be seen by some as a proto-feminist icon -- a woman of great accomplishments
who made her own way in a man's world and exerted extraordinary influence over some of the most
powerful figures of her time. Much of Hildegard's correspondence has been preserved. It reveals that for
more than 30 years this cloistered nun was an unflinching adviser and correspondent to all levels of church
and society, from popes and kings to ordinary lay persons, from Jerusalem to England. With the 2004 OUP
publication of Volume III of Joseph Baird and Radd Ehrman's translation, the complete correspondence
became available for the first time in English. For this new abridgement, Baird has selected 75 of the most
interesting and revealing of the letters from Volumes I, II, and III. Freed from the organizational restraints of
the Latin edition of the letters, he has arranged them in roughly chronological order and provided greatly
expanded, accessibly written introductory notes that contextualize the letters and explain their significance.
As a result, this fascinating collection serves as a kind of life in letters that makes an ideal introduction ot this
exceptional woman, her world, and her work. This book is the first to give a thorough and definitive
illlumination of the personal life of Hildegard of Bingen as viewed through the defining lens of her personal
correspondence: her early, hesitant bid for recognition of her spiritual gifts; her courageous, and ultimately
futile, fight to retain the companionship of her close personal friend and the poignant outcome of that
struggle; her vehement defiance of the male hierarchy in her bid to establish her own communities under her
personal governance; her impudent challenge to contemporary conservatives views by the dress and customs
she established in her community; her paean of praise for the power of music; and her adamant refusal, even
at the advanced age of eighty, to give in to the demands of the male authorities even in the face of
excommunication.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Waddell:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Personal Correspondence of
Hildegard of Bingen. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Mohammed Thomas:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question since
just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific The Personal Correspondence of
Hildegard of Bingen to read.

Brian Freeman:

The book The Personal Correspondence of Hildegard of Bingen will bring someone to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Personal Correspondence of Hildegard of Bingen is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Aaron Thomsen:

The Personal Correspondence of Hildegard of Bingen can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The Personal Correspondence
of Hildegard of Bingen yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial considering.
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