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In Educating the Consumer-Citizen: A History of the Marriage of Schools, Advertising, and Media, Joel
Spring charts the rise of consumerism as the dominant American ideology of the 21st century. He documents
and analyzes how, from the early 19th century through the present, the combined endeavors of schools,
advertising, and media have led to the creation of a consumerist ideology and ensured its central place in
American life and global culture.

Spring first defines consumerist ideology and consumer-citizen and explores their 19th-century origins in
schools, children's literature, the commercialization of American cities, advertising, newspapers, and the
development of department stores. He then traces the rise of consumerist ideology in the 20th century by
looking closely at: the impact of the home economics profession on the education of women as consumers
and the development of an American cuisine based on packaged and processed foods; the influence of
advertising images of sports heroes, cowboys, and the clean-shaven businessman in shaping male identity;
the outcomes of the growth of the high school as a mass institution on the development of teenage consumer
markets; the consequences of commercial radio and television joining with the schools to educate a
consumer-oriented population so that, by the 1950s, consumerist images were tied to the Cold War and
presented as the "American way of life" in both media and schools; the effects of the civil rights movement
on integrating previously excluded groups into the consumer society; the changes the women's movement
demanded in textbooks, school curricula, media, and advertising that led to a new image of women in the
consumer market; and the ascent of fast food education. Spring carries the story into the 21st century by
examining the evolving marriage of schools, advertising, and media and its ongoing role in educating the
consumer-citizen and creating an integrated consumer market.

This book will be of wide interest to scholars, professionals, and students across foundations of education,
history and sociology of education, educational policy, mass communications, American history, and cultural
studies. It is highly appropriate as a text for courses in these areas.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Pease:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the book untitled Educating the Consumer-citizen: A History of the Marriage of
Schools, Advertising, and Media (Sociocultural, Political, and Historical Studies in Education) can be good
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Sharon Garcia:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day
to reading a book. The book Educating the Consumer-citizen: A History of the Marriage of Schools,
Advertising, and Media (Sociocultural, Political, and Historical Studies in Education) it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high
quality.

Dale Fain:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Educating the Consumer-citizen: A
History of the Marriage of Schools, Advertising, and Media (Sociocultural, Political, and Historical Studies
in Education), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Amy Christensen:

Beside this kind of Educating the Consumer-citizen: A History of the Marriage of Schools, Advertising, and
Media (Sociocultural, Political, and Historical Studies in Education) in your phone, it may give you a way to



get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Educating the Consumer-citizen: A History of the Marriage of Schools, Advertising, and Media
(Sociocultural, Political, and Historical Studies in Education) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book in
addition to read it from now!
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