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Chapters 22 and 23 of 2 Kingstell the story of the religious reforms of the Judean King Josiah, who
systematically destroyed the cult places and installations where his own people worshipped in order to purify
Israelite religion and consolidate religious authority in the hands of the Jerusalem temple priests. Josiah's
Reform and the Dynamics of Defilement is the first study to explicitly address the ritual dimensions of the
text. Lauren A.S. Monroe argues that the use of cultic and ritual language in the account of the reform is key
to understanding the history of the text's composition, and illuminates the essential, interrelated processes of
textual growth and identity construction in ancient Isragl.

By attending to the specific acts of defilement attributed to Josiah as they resonate within the larger
framework of Israglite ritual, Monroe's work illuminates aspects of the text's language and fundamental
interests that have their closest paralelsin the priestly legal corpus known as the Holiness Code (L eviticus
17-26), as well asin other priestly texts that describe methods of eliminating contamination.

The priestly composition was then later reshaped in the hands of a post-Josianic, exilic or post-exilic
Deuteronomistic historian who transformed his source material to suit his own ideological interests. The
account of Josiah's reform is thus imprinted with the cultural and religious attitudes of two different sets of
authors. Teasing these apart reveals a dialogue on sacred space, sanctified violence and the nature of Israelite
religion that was formative in the devel opment not only of 2 Kings 23, but more broadly of the historical
books of the Bible.
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From reader reviews:
William Harris;

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the erawhich is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual isyou don't know which you should start with. This Josiah's Reform and the Dynamics of
Defilement: Israglite Rites of Violence and the Making of aBiblical Text is our recommendation so you keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Bettie Hentges:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Josiah's Reform and
the Dynamics of Defilement: Israelite Rites of Violence and the Making of aBiblical Text suitable to you?
The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Josiah's Reform
and the Dynamics of Defilement: Israglite Rites of Violence and the Making of aBiblical Textis the one of
several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their ideain the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you alarge amount
of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Robert Ryan:

The actual book Josiah's Reform and the Dynamics of Defilement: Israglite Rites of Violence and the
Making of aBiblical Text will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to
you. The book Josiah's Reform and the Dynamics of Defilement: Israelite Rites of Violence and the Making
of aBiblical Text is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site,
so you can quicker to read the book.

Pedro Murray:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book Josiah's Reform and the Dynamics of Defilement: Israglite Rites of
Violence and the Making of a Biblical Text wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book.
If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era
like today, many waysto get book you wanted.
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