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Richard I, the Lionheart, remains forever (and perhaps wrongly) the mythical king of England who preferred
to wage war than to rule over his empire. The familiar epithet conveys all the principal features of his
indomitable character: courage, valour, prowess, the pursuit of glory, the thirst for fame, generosity in war
and peace, a sense of honour combined with a sort of haughty dignity made up of both arrogance and pride.
In this book Jean Flori examines both Richard's role as prince and king in history and also analyses the
different and sometimes controversial elements which, for the chroniclers of his day, helped to make Richard
a true model of chivalry. Among the questions addressed are: What influences formed his character and
determined his behaviour, real or assumed? Why did the image of Richard as a king who was also a knight
so quickly and so soon supplant all others, creating a quasi-definitive point of reference? Why did Richard
deliberately, it would appear, choose to present himself in this chivalric guise and disseminate this image of
himself by what we would today call a 'media campaign', using all the methods then at his disposal, limited
perhaps but by no means ineffective? Last but not least, what is the historical and ideological significance of
the choice and, even more, success of this image, which has been adopted by history and disseminated by
legend, an image based on historical accounts and documents in which history and legend are sometimes
inextricably interwoven? Jean Flori's Richard Coeur de Lion was written to mark the eighth centenary of the
death of the "knightly king". The book is a tour de force that provides the reader with a reappraisal of
Richard's life as well as a study of the myth and reality of Richard's image as the personification of medieval
chivalry. The first part of the book takes a straightforward chronological approach to Richard's life, from his
birth in 1157, through conflict with his father, Henry II, and his brothers, to his coronation and his years of
crusading and fighting the French; culminating in his death in battle in 1199. The second part analyses
Richard's image in relation to medieval chivalry.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Pacheco:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
Richard the Lionheart: King and Knight? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Richard Powe:

This book untitled Richard the Lionheart: King and Knight to be one of several books in which best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Christopher Hendrick:

The book Richard the Lionheart: King and Knight will bring you to the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Richard the Lionheart: King and Knight is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

James Longo:

The book untitled Richard the Lionheart: King and Knight contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in
the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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