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In The Dysfunction of Ritual in Early Confucianism Michael Ing describes how early Confucians coped with
situations where their rituals failed to achieve their intended aims. In contrast to most contemporary
interpreters of Confucianism, Ing demonstrates that early Confucian texts can be read as arguments for
ambiguity in ritual failure. If, as discussed in one text, Confucius builds a tomb for his parents unlike the
tombs of antiquity, and rains fall causing the tomb to collapse, it is not immediately clear whether this failure
was the result of random misfortune or the result of Confucius straying from the ritual script by building a
tomb incongruent with those of antiquity.

The Liji (Record of Ritual)--one of the most significant, yet least studied, texts of Confucianism--poses many
of these situations and suggests that the line between preventable and unpreventable failures of ritual is not
always clear. Ritual performance, in this view, is a performance of risk. It entails rendering oneself
vulnerable to the agency of others; and resigning oneself to the need to vary from the successful rituals of
past, thereby moving into untested and uncertain territory. Ing's book is the first monograph in English about
the Liji--a text that purports to be the writings of Confucius's immediate disciples, and included in the earliest
canon of Confucian texts called ''The Five Classics,'' several centuries before the Analects. It challenges
some common assumptions of contemporary interpreters of Confucian ethics--in particular the idea that a
cultivated ritual agent is able to recognize which failures are within his sphere of control to prevent and
thereby render his happiness invulnerable to ritual failure.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Chretien:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The
Dysfunction of Ritual in Early Confucianism (Oxford Ritual Studies) book as nice and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jim Martin:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Dysfunction of Ritual in
Early Confucianism (Oxford Ritual Studies) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Terry Smith:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading a
publication. The book The Dysfunction of Ritual in Early Confucianism (Oxford Ritual Studies) it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
provides high quality.

Gerald Allen:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the The Dysfunction of Ritual in Early Confucianism (Oxford Ritual Studies) when you needed it?
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