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The"City of God" or the "City of Man"? Thisis the choice St. Augustine offered 1500 years ago--and
according to Pierre Manent the modern West has decisively and irreversibly chosen the latter. In this subtle
and wide-ranging book on the Western intellectual and political condition, Manent argues that the West has
rejected the laws of God and of naturein aquest for human autonomy. But in declaring ourselves free and
autonomous, he contends, we have, paradoxically, lost a sense of what it means to be human.

In the first part of the book, Manent explores the development of the social sciences since the seventeenth
century, portraying their growth as a sign of increasing human "self-consciousness." But as social scientists
have sought to free us from the intellectual confines of the ancient world, he writes, they have embraced
modes of analysis--economic, sociological, and historical--that treat only narrow aspects of the human
condition and portray individuals as helpless victims of impersonal forces. Asaresult, we have lost all sense
of human agency and of the unified human subject at the center of intellectual study. Politics and culture
have come to be seen as mere foam on the tides of historical and socia necessity.

In the second half of the book, titled " Self-Affirmation,” Manent examines how the West, having discovered
freedom, then discovered arbitrary will and its dangers. With no shared touchstones or conceptions of virtue,
for example, we have found it increasingly hard to communicate with each other. Thisis a striking contrast
to the past, he writes, when even traditions as different as the Classical and the Christian held many of these
conceptions in common.

The result of these discoveries, according to Manent, is the disturbing rootlessness that characterizes our
time. By gaining autonomy from external authority, we have lost a sense of what we are. In "giving birth" to
ourselves, we have abandoned that which alone can nurture and sustain us. With penetrating insight and
remarkable erudition, Manent offers a profound analysis of the confusions and contradictions at the heart of
the modern condition.
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From reader reviews:
Dorcas Starling:

This The City of Man book isjust not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit
you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
info which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This The City of Man without we
understand teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry
The City of Man can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves come to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The City of Man having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Christopher Sanchez:

The guide untitled The City of Man is the book that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of
the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did alot of exploration when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of The City of Man
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy freetime.

CaroleClark:

Exactly why? Because this The City of Man is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you
to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning fully. So, it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or
you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of rewards than the other book get such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So, still want to postpone having that book? If |
ended up you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Steve Henry:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information smpler to
share. You can find alot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can
view that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is The City of Man this e-book consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. That
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The diaect styles that writer use for explainitis
easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book
suitable all of you.
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