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Despite the prodigious inventiveness of the Middle Ages, the era is often characterized as deeply suspicious
of novelty. But if poets and philosophers urged caution about the new, Patricia Clare Ingham contends, their
apprehension was less the result of a blind devotion to tradition than a response to radical expansions of
possibility in diverse realms of art and science. Discovery and invention provoked moral questions in the
Middle Ages, serving as a means to adjudicate the ethics of invention and opening thorny questions of
creativity and desire.

The Medieval New concentrates on the preoccupation with newness and novelty in literary, scientific, and
religious discourses of the twelfth through sixteenth centuries. Examining a range of evidence, from the
writings of Roger Bacon and Geoffrey Chaucer to the letters of Christopher Columbus, and attending to
histories of children's toys, the man-made marvels of romance, the utopian aims of alchemists, and the
definitional precision of the scholastics, Ingham analyzes the ethical ambivalence with which medieval
thinkers approached the category of the new. With its broad reconsideration of what the "newfangled" meant
in the Middle Ages, The Medieval New offers an alternative to histories that continue to associate the
medieval era with conservation rather than with novelty, its benefits and liabilities. Calling into question
present-day assumptions about newness, Ingham's study demonstrates the continued relevance of humanistic
inquiry in the so-called traditional disciplines of contemporary scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an Age of
Innovation (The Middle Ages Series). Try to stumble through book The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an
Age of Innovation (The Middle Ages Series) as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So ,
let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Frank Hudson:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an Age of Innovation (The
Middle Ages Series). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important the book The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an Age of Innovation (The Middle Ages
Series). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Gertrude Knudsen:

Often the book The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an Age of Innovation (The Middle Ages Series) will
bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The
Medieval New: Ambivalence in an Age of Innovation (The Middle Ages Series) is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Thomas Manna:

You can find this The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an Age of Innovation (The Middle Ages Series) by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you
get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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